East Central Florida Regional Planning Council

Council Meeting Minutes

May 20, 2009
Vice Chair Commissioner Cheryl Grieb Presiding
In Attendance:
	County Representatives 
Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County Commissioner Elaine Renick, Lake County
Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 
Commission Fred Hawkins, Osceola County

Councilman Jack Hayman, Volusia County

Municipal Representatives
Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of

     Cities

Mayor John Land, Tri-County League of Cities

Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, Kissimmee 

Deputy Mayor Joanne Krebs, Tri-County League
     of Cities 
Gubernatorial Appointees 

Ms. Jackie Colon, Brevard County 

Mayor Melissa DeMarco, Lake County

Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Orange County

Mr. Jon Rawlson, Orange County

Mr. Julius Melendez, Osceola County

Mr. Lonnie Groot, Volusia County

Mr. William McDermott, Enterprise Florida

Ex-Officio and Other Municipal Reps

Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD 

Ms. Vivian Garfein, FDEP
Mr. Larry Pearson , SFWMD
Mr. Jon Moore, FDOT 
Ms. Laura Minns, LYNX

	Other Attendees

Gerald Livingston, ECFRPC Counsel

Mr. Chris Testerman, Orange County

Ms. Alissa Barber Torres, Orange County

Ms. Kelley Teague, Metroplan Orlando

Ms. Michelle Maikisch, OOCEA

Members not in Attendance

Commissioner Robin Fisher, Brevard County

Commissioner Andy Anderson, Brevard County

Commissioner S. Scott Boyd, Orange County

Commissioner Brandon Arrington, Osceola County 
Commissioner Dick Van Der Weide, Seminole 

Commissioner Brenda Carey, Seminole County 
Councilwoman Patricia Northey, Volusia County
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando 

Vice Mayor Mary Martin, Volusia County

     League of Cities

Mr. Al Glover, Brevard County 

Ms. Melanie Chase, Seminole County

Ms. Aileen Cubillos, Seminole County 

Commissioner Jack Bridges, City of Sanford

ECFRPC Staff

Mr. Phil Laurien        

Mr. Fred Milch          
Mr. George Kinney      
Mr. Jeremey Mikrut     
Ms. Claudia Paskauskas
Ms. Lelia Hars
Ms. Tara McCue

Ms. Ruth Little




I. Call to Order and General Business
Vice Chair Cheryl Grieb called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Ruth Little called the roll and announced that a quorum was present.  
II. Consent Agenda
Councilman Hayman made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  The Motion was seconded by Mr. McDermott and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.  
III. Recommendation of the Nominating Committee -  Mayor John Land
Mayor Land reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee, which met to recommend nominations to the Executive Committee.  Mayor Land reviewed the current makeup of the Executive Committee as follows:  Mary Martin remains as Chair, Cheryl Grieb remains as Vice Chair, Elaine Renick remains as Treasurer, Dick Van Der Weide remains as Member-at-Large, and the Nominating Committee recommends the nomination of Dan O’Keefe for the office of Secretary.  
Mr. Melendez made a MOTION TO ACCEPT the recommendation of the Nominating Committee.  Mayor Randels seconded the Motion and it was UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.  After discussion, Commissioner Hayman made a MOTION TO CLOSE NOMINATIONS, which was seconded by Mr. Melendez and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.  Mayor Land asked that the Council vote on the full slate of officers.  Commissioner Hayman made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS as previously recited.  The Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Krebs and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.
The Nominating Committee further recommended two council members to serve on the Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) Policy Board:  Commissioner Jack Hayman and Commissioner Elaine Renick.  Commissioner Hawkins made a MOTION TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE.   The Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Krebs and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 
IV. Cape Canaveral Power Plant Application– Tara McCue 
Ms. McCue made a presentation on the site certification for Florida Power and Light’s Power Plant in Cape Canaveral.  A draft letter outlining recommendations for approval was distributed.  The presentation included maps of the existing power plant.  The presence of gopher tortoise and mitigation efforts were also discussed. The Council wants tortoises relocated, not buried. Florida Power and Light will relocate them. Ms. McCue clarified that there is scrub jay potential habitat on the site, but no scrub jays were found in the environmental on site survey.
The new plant will utilize natural gas and will produce 1,250 megawatts compared with the 40 year-old oil and gas plant output of 800 megawatts.  The new plant will have shorter stacks and a smaller footprint on the site than the original buildings, and will result in significant air quality improvements while continuing to be a warm water refuge for manatees.  
After a brief question and answer period, Mr. O’Keefe made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS contained in the letter to FPL.  My Hayman seconded the Motion and it was unanimously passed.  
V. Sun Rail Update – Kelley Teague, Metroplan Orlando
Commissioner Grieb introduced Ms. Kelley Teague of Metroplan Orlando.  Ms. Teague presented an update on the SunRail project. She also discussed President Obama’s plans for a national high speed rail network including a Tampa-Orlando-Miami route. 
Using maps generated from the “How Shall We Grow?” regional visioning program, Ms. Teague illustrated how continuing with current land use patterns and low density auto-oriented development trends results in road failure and highway congestion.  Trend 2050 scenario is the result of following existing comprehensive plans, whereas the Regional Vision 2050 includes more transit.  

Ms. Teague said the commitment of Federal dollars for SunRail remains for a period of time to allow the state and the region to overcome the liability issues.  While there is competition for those funds, congressional support in our region is strong.  The current obstacle is the agreement with CSX.  The current agreement proposal expires on June 30, and there is no indication that CSX will extend that date.  
Ms. Teague then showed a map of some potential SunRail routes.  She emphasized that the routes are not approved with the exception of the “purple” route.  There is renewed interest nationwide for high speed rail, starting with $8 billion from the Federal stimulus package.  Those funds will be awarded in December of 2009, which could revitalize the opportunity for rail in Central Florida.  

Ms. Teague invited council members to attend a Federal Railroad Administration meeting regarding high speed rail.  The meeting will be held on May 21, 2009 at 1:30 pm at the Orlando Airport Marriott.  Much of the planning, design and engineering work has already been done, but may need to be updated.  Ms. Teague suggested that the residents of Central Florida need to ask themselves are these questions:  Are we willing to commit to transportation other than cars? Are we willing to spend highway dollars on other forms of transit? And are we willing to generate additional revenues?

A question and answer period followed the presentation.  Ms. Teague encouraged everyone to attend the meeting with the Federal Railroad Administration.  Metroplan Orlando is working on draft language for local governments or community groups to use as a model for resolutions in support of Sun Rail. Commissioner Grieb thanked Ms. Teague for her presentation.
VI. Executive Director’s Report
Senate Bill 360.   Mr. Laurien reported that Senate Bill 360 is expected to be considered by the Governor in the next few days.  He explained Dense Urban Land Areas (DULAs), and the impact the Bill would have on the Region.  The stated goal is to stimulate the real estate market, but the unintended consequence could further promote sprawl.  If the Bill passes, it will have an impact on the DRI review process and possibly RPC staffing needs.  A discussion followed about what areas in the Region would qualify as a DULA, and the possible impacts of the Bill on items such as FDOT level of service standards, transportation impact fees, and concurrency regulations.  Mr. Laurien will follow up at the next RPC meeting depending on what the Governor does with the Bill.  
Ms. Jackie Colon expressed her concern about trying to fix the flaws in the Bill after it is passed.  She prefers asking questions and expressing opposition to harmful sections before the Bill is passed.   Mr. Laurien personally believes the Bill should be vetoed because it was put together too fast and not properly vetted through the planning community and stakeholders.  The Bill passed the House and Senate before the Florida Regional Council’s Association (FRCA) even had time to meet and analyze it.  FRCA did not offer an opinion because it happened too quickly.  
Commissioner Renick said Lake County signed a letter yesterday asking the Governor to veto the Bill, and asked if the RPC should take a position.  Mr. Melendez said he would also like to see a resolution.  Commissioner Caldwell made a Motion for the Council to send a letter to Governor Crist asking him to veto Senate Bill 360.  The Motion was seconded by Commissioner Renick.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Rawlson suggested that the letter should point out the areas of the Bill that are deficient and suggest the bill be revised in the next session. The result will be a more carefully drafted and researched bill ready for passage in the next legislative session.  
The Motion FAILED by a vote of 3 in favor and 11 opposed.
After further discussion about the wording of the Motion, Mr. Rawlson made a MOTION TO RECONSIDER. Commissioner Hayman seconded the MOTION TO RECONSIDER.  The Motion was restated “to request the Governor to veto Senate Bill 360, but state that we [ECFRPC] would work with the legislature before the next session to formulate a new, more suitable and effective growth management Bill.” Additional questions were raised.  Voting the revised, by a show of hands, the MOTION as restated PASSED with 10 in favor and 4 opposed.
Outreach Programs and Contract Update.  Mr. Laurien referred to the handout and briefly reviewed the RPC’s outreach programs and pending contracts.  
Office Move.   The interior renovations of the new office space at 309 Cranes Roost Drive in Uptown Altamonte are nearing completion, and the move date of May 29, 2009, is still on schedule.  The June meeting of the ECFRPC will be held in the new space, and a map and directions were included in the agenda packet.  The current building is owned by FDOT and will be torn down for future improvements to the Maitland Blvd interchange. FDOT will reimburse certain relocation expenses, so the staff will submit all move-related expenses for potential reimbursement.   

FY2010 Preliminary Budget Discussion.  Mr. Laurien turned to Mr. Livingston to begin the budget discussion.  Mr. Livingston reviewed the budget process – a work program is developed, which is voted on and approved by the Council.  Then, based on the approved work program, a budget is formulated.  The challenge is to get the work program and budget to the counties prior to their budget planning process.  Mr. Livingston asked for a Motion directing him to change the rules and procedures in order to complete the work program and budget for approval in July.  The aforementioned change in procedure will reportedly resolve the outstanding balance issue with Orange County. They will pay their 2008 balance dues plus 2009 dues as billed. Mr. Brummer acknowledged that was the proposed resolution.  Commissioner Hayman made a MOTION TO ALLOW THE NEEDED CHANGES TO ECFRPC PROCEDURES.  The Motion was seconded by Mayor Randels and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.   
EDA Supplemental Partnership Planning Funds.  Mr. Laurien presented an opportunity for matching funds from the Economic Development Administration for planning projects.  Mr. Laurien suggested taking the required matching funds ($6,793) from dues general funds and applying for the EDA funds ($10,189). Mayor Randels made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE USE OF $6,793 as match for the $10,189 grant. The MOTION was seconded by Mr. McDermott and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.  
VII. SRPP Update – George Kinney
Mr. Kinney gave a brief review of the last meeting of the Central Florida 2050 Task Force.  The first draft of the Emergency Preparedness element was distributed for discussion at the next meeting.  He updated the Council as to the status of other elements, including Water Resources, Affordable Housing, and Economic Development.  Work has begun on the Transportation Element background and policies, and the Task Force is formulating a sounding board for the Agriculture Element which could convene as early as the first week of July.  We are on schedule to meet the target date of a complete first draft SRPP October 2009. 
VIII. Announcements and Comments

Commissioner Grieb provided an opportunity for Council members and members of the public to bring up events, issues or other items of interest.   
Mayor Land invited everyone to attend the Memorial Day celebration in Apopka at the Greenwoods Cemetery.  

Commissioner Grieb pointed out the informational handout from Moore Stephens Loveland, PA regarding the RPC’s annual audit, and a State announcement about the lack of funding awarded to Florida Forever.  
IX. Adjournment

There being no further business before the Council, Commissioner Grieb adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
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