
THE 2010 CENSUS IS SOON! 
Preparing For the Census Taker 
What 10 dQ when a census taker y;sits you. 

"Conducting the census;s all enormous task. and 1M Cemms 
Bureau goes to extraordinary measures to keep all the data 
we collect confidential . .. 

+- Robert M. Groves, Director of the Unifetl States Census 
Bureau 

If you don '\ send back your form, you may receive a visit 
from a census taker. Lf a census taker visits you, here 's what 
you should do: 

• First ask to sec their ID. All census workers carry official 
government badges marked with just their name; they 
may also have a "U.S. Census Bureau" bag 

• NOle that the census taker will never ask 10 enter your 
home 

• If you 're still not certain about their identity. please call the 
Re&ional Census Center's 10 confirm they are employed 
by the Census Bureau 

• Answer the census fonn qucstions fOf your entire 
household (you must be at least 15 years old to answer 
questions) ~ that the census taker can record the results 
for submission to the Census Bureau 

Census takers visit local homes seveml times to capture 
resident information for the 2010 Census. If you prefer. 
you can schedule a visit with your census taker. Should the 
census taker come when you are away from your home. they 
will leave a contact number. If a census taker has not visited 
your horne or you have a question about your panicipation 
with the census. call your Census office. 

Help ror non-English speaking respondents 

Census takers will have a flashcard containing a sentence 
about the 2010 Census written in appro1i.imately 50 
languages. If a resident doesn't speak English. the census 
taker shows the flashcard to the resident. and the resident 
points to the language he/she speaks. A census crew Leader 
will then reassign the case to a person who speaks that 
language, 

What is a Census Taker? 
Open the door to a census taker " tid open doors jor your 
commu.nity. 

By being counted you are standing up for wbat your 
community'S needs are. That 's why census takers are SO 

imponant. A census taker is a person from your community 
who is hired by the Census Bureau to make sure that your 
neighborhood gets represented as accurately as possible. 
The census taker 's primary responsibility is to collect 
census information from residences that have not sent back 
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their 2010 Census fonn. 

• The Census Bureau provides the census taker with a 
binder containing all of the addresses that didn't send 
bac k a filled out census form 
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• The census taker then visits all of those addresses and 
records the answers to the questions on the fonn 

• If no one answcrs at a panicular residence, a census taker 
will visit that home up to three times, each time leaving a 
door hanger featuring a phone number; residents can call 
the number on the hanger to schedule the visit 

The census taker will ONLY ask the questions that appear 
on the census fonn. 

The 2010 Census form is just 10 questions, such as: 

• Name 

• Scx 

• Age 

• Date ofbinh 

• Hispanic origin 

• ""'e 

• Household relationship 

• If you own or rent 

The census DOES NOT ask about the legal status of 
respondent~ or their Social Security numbers. 

The mailing package from the Census Bureau consists of: 

• The lQ-question form 

• A postage-paid envelope. Emnt I B..ad. 
In areas served by the United States Postal Service, postal 
workers will deliver the initial mailing in mid-Marcb 
2010. In all other areas, census takers will delil'Cr the 
form packages between March 1 and Apr il 30, 2010. 

Once you get your form in thc mail. fill it in and mail it back 
in the postage-paid envelope provided. 

The Census Bureau does not send out any confirmations 
that your form was received. 

Any requl!st for census infonnation from the Census Bureau 
will be clearly identified as coming from the U.S. Census 
Bureau and as OFFICIAL BUSLNESS of the Uni ted States, 
It is a federal offense for anyone to pretend they represent 
the Census Bureau. Before your household receives a mailed 
form, a phone call or a visit from the Census Bureau, you 
will be given a few days notice with a letter from the Census 
Bureau Director, 
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