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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

July 16, 2008 

Commissioner Teresa Jacobs Presiding 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

County Representatives  

Commissioner Helen Voltz, Brevard County  
Commissioner Chuck Nelson, Brevard County 
Commissioner Teresa Jacobs, Orange County  
Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 
Mr. Atlee Mercer, Osceola County 
Commissioner Dick Van Der Weide,  
     Seminole County  
Commissioner Mike McLean, Seminole County 
Councilwoman Joie Alexander, Volusia County 
Councilman Art Giles, Volusia County 
 

Municipal Representatives 
Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of 
     Cities 
Mayor John Land, Tri-County League of Cities 
Vice Mayor Mary Martin, Volusia County 
     League of Cities 
Don Gilmore for Mayor John Bush, Seminole 
County League of Cities  
 

Gubernatorial Appointees  
Mr. Malcolm McLouth, Brevard County 
Mr. Al Glover, Brevard County  
Mr. Jon Rawlson, Orange County  
Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Orange County 
Ms. Aileen Cubillos, Seminole County 
 
Ex-Officio and Other Municipal Reps 

Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD 
Ms. Vivian Garfein, FDEP 
Ms. Susan Sadighi, FDOT  
 
Other Attendees 

Gerald Livingston, ECFRPC Counsel 
Mr. William Garrell, St. Johns Heritage Parkway 
Initiative 
Mr. Dan O’Keefe, Moore Stephens Lovelace 
Mr. Jeff Reive, LYNX 
Mr. Charley Williams, GEC 

ECFRPC Staff 

Mr. Phil Laurien             
Ms. Lelia Hars 
Mr. Fred Milch 
Mr. Andrew Landis 
Ms. Claudia Paskauskas    
Mr. Keith Smith 
Ms. Whitney Laurien 
Mr. Jeremey Mikrut 
Ms. Josh Hoffman 
Ms. Ruth Little 
Ms. Tuesdai Brunsonbyrd-Bowden 
 
Members not in Attendance 

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County  
Commissioner Elaine Renick, Lake County 
Commissioner John Quinones, Osceola 
County 
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando  
Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, City of  
     Kissimmee  
Ms. Maryam Ghyabi, Volusia County 
Mr. Thomas Genovese, SFWMD  
Mr. Russell Gibson, City of Sanford 
Mr. William McDermott, Enterprise Florida 
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I. Call to Order and General Business 

Chair Teresa Jacobs called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m.  Ruth Little called the roll 
and announced that a quorum was present.  
 

II. Consent Agenda 

A MOTION to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Mr. Mercer and seconded by 
Vice Mayor Martin.  The MOTION to approve the Consent Agenda was UNANIMOUSLY 
PASSED.   
 

III. Annual Financial Report – Mr. Dan O’Keefe of Moore Stephens Lovelace, PA 

Mr. O’Keefe presented the annual financial report audit results and informed the council 
about generally accepted auditing standards that have recently expanded.  He stated that the 
financial position of the agency looks good and there were no violations of compliance, but 
an issue was found regarding segregation of duties due to the Council’s small staff size.  
The issue has been corrected with a new procedure for preparing deposit slips.  Mr. 
McLouth made a MOTION to accept the audit report for informational purposes.  Mayor 
Land seconded the MOTION and it was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

IV. SRPP Task Force Update– Mr. Malcolm McLouth  

Mr. McLouth reported on recent and upcoming activities of the Strategic Regional Policy 
Plan Task Force.  The Natural Resources sounding board will hold their first meeting on 
July 21 to discuss the NRORS map.  Looking ahead, the Transportation chapter will 
require working closely with the MPOs, and the Affordable Housing chapter will present 
unique problems because of controversy surrounding the state-approved housing 
methodology.  The remaining chapters will be routine compared with the challenges of the 
Natural Resources chapter.   
 
A contract has been drafted with myregion.org to secure assistance in increasing public and 
private involvement in the SRPP process.  Mr. McLouth asked for approval of the contract, 
not to exceed $15,000.  His Motion was seconded by Mr. Mercer.  After a brief discussion, 
the MOTION to approve the contract was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

V. Chair’s Report – Chair, Commissioner Teresa Jacobs 

Commissioner Jacobs informed the Council that the second Water Summit planned with 
the Northeast Florida Regional Council (NEFRC) had been postponed because of the 
Century Commission’s state-wide water summit on September 25-26, 2008.  She stressed 
that it is this Council’s wish to complement the efforts of the Century Commission.  
Commissioner Jacobs promised to keep the Council informed on plans to schedule a fall 
meeting with the NEFRC and perhaps coordinate with the Century Commission’s 
September meeting.   
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report – Phil Laurien 

Budget and Dues FY 2009.  Mr. Laurien presented a spreadsheet comparing Florida’s 11 
regional planning councils and their staff sizes, budgets, counties and populations served, 
member assessments, etc.  He reminded the Council that last year’s assessment reduction 
from 23¢ to 21¢ was a one-year consideration; absent specific action by the Council, the 
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dues multiplier will automatically return to 23¢ per capita for FY2009.  Mr. Laurien stated 
that the ECFRPC has one of the smallest staff sizes in the state, yet we serve the second 
most populous region covering six counties and 68 cities.  A lengthy discussion of the 
Council’s assessment rate and proposed budget followed.  Both of these matters will be 
addressed again in the August Council meeting. 
 
Office Space Search. Mr. Laurien reminded the Council that the current offices are 
scheduled to be razed for I-4 interchange improvements.  He reported on a building under 
consideration in Altamonte Springs.  Renovations and a possible need to add fire separation 
between floors are being researched.   
 
Florida Greenways and Trails Meeting.  Mr. Laurien showed a powerpoint presentation 
from the June meeting of the Florida Greenways and Trails, the entity that reviews Florida 
Forever funds before they are expended.  The 2008 map includes corridors for paddling, 
walk/bike paths, off road bicycling, and hiking trails.  Mr. Laurien emphasized that these 
are potential corridors.  Because the Florida Forever program has been funded again, they 
are looking for linkages, willing sellers, and opportunities, and will be using the CLIP to 
help make the best decisions.  The ECFRPC staff will have an opportunity to comment on 
the corridors before FGTC approval. 
 

VII. Announcements /Comments 

Tara McCue informed the Council about a proposed beach erosion study at Satellite Beach in 
Brevard County.  The study proposes to inject a chemical into the sand.  Staff comments have 
been submitted requesting investigation into the effect on turtle nesting and hatching.  
Commissioner Nelson added that the study is being funded by Sand Rx, a private company, 
and that it is not a project of Brevard County.   
 
Commissioner Jacobs provided an opportunity for Council members and members of the 
public to bring up events, issues or other items of interest.  Vice Mayor Martin announcement 
of the death of former ECFRPC representative Bill Harvey.   
 

VIII. Adjournment 

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30. 
 


