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East Central Florida Regional Planning Council
Council Meeting Minutes

November 17, 2004

Chairman Cadwell

Presiding

In Attendance:

	County Representatives  
Commissioner Ron Pritchard, Brevard County

Commissioner Jackie Colon, Brevard County

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County

Commissioner Teresa Jacobs, Orange County

Commissioner Randy Morris, Seminole County

Municipal Representatives
Mayor John Land, Apopka

Commissioner Michael Blake, Winter Springs
Gubernatorial Appointees 

Mr. Malcolm McLouth, Brevard County

Ms. Janice Kershaw, Brevard County

Mayor Evelyn Smith, Lake County

Ms. Nancy Acevedo, Seminole County
	Ex-Officio and Other Municipal Representatives
Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD

Mr. Dick Burns, FDEP (for Vivian Garfein)

Mr. Thomas Genovese, SFWMD
Staff

Ms. Sandra Glenn

Ms. Lelia Hars

Ms. Kim Neal

Mr. Jeff Jones

Ms. Jenifer Domerchie

Mr. Mark Sievers

Ms. Tara McCue
Other Attendees
Mr. Kevin Adderly, GMB


I.
Call to Order and General Business

Chairman Cadwell called the meeting to order at 10:18 am. Ms. Neal called the roll and announced that a quorum was present.

Approval of Minutes: The October minutes were offered for consideration.

MOTION: Mr. Blake moved approval of the October 20, 2004 minutes. Mayor Land seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Financial Reports: Mr. Blake offered for consideration the October financial reports.

MOTION: Mayor Land moved approval of the October financial report. Commissioner Jacobs seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

II. Smart Growth Alliance Update

Commissioner Jacobs updated the Council on the Smart Growth Alliance.  The Alliance is a multi-jurisdictional effort to explore ways in which regional concurrency can be implemented, particularly as it relates to transportation.  An important activity associated with this effort is the PennDesign Study that involves examining alternative futures for the Central Florida region.  This project, through the University of Pennsylvania’s graduate planning and design program, will result in several scenarios for the years 2025 and 2050.  Commissioner Jacobs also distributed maps depicting current and year 2025 transportation facility deficiencies. 
Mayor Land noted the absence of the Wekiva Parkway on the maps, and Commissioner Jacobs assured him that she would look into it. The Mayor asked about the funding for this project, and Mr. Jones of Council staff replied that the University of Pennsylvania is providing the funding, and the University of Central Florida is assisting with the project.

Commissioner Morris commended Commissioner Jacobs for moving the project along and asked what counties made up the region under study by the University of Pennsylvania. She responded that it will be the seven-county region, which includes Brevard, Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Volusia and Polk counties.

With regard to transportation issues, Commissioner Morris pointed out the crisis in the lack of state funding for roadways and stated his belief that this region is being penalized for failures in other regions in Florida. Commissioner Pritchard agreed, stating that FDOT does not fully comprehend roadway concerns as expressed by the Alliance. Commissioner Colon expressed concerns regarding territorial fights for funding within the region.
Commissioner Jacobs closed her presentation by suggesting that these issues should be brought back to the Council when more members can be present.

III.
Homeland Security Update

Ms. Domerchie of Council staff updated the Council on Homeland Security.  The District 5 Regional Domestic Security Task Force (RDSTF) 2004 Exercises have been completed.  The Regional Planning Council is contracted to conduct two Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Trainings (HSEEPs) for the District 5 RDSTF in the upcoming months.  Details will follow, and notifications will be sent to all emergency management professionals.

Ms. Domerchie then discussed the Regional Planning Council’s role in completing the Buffer Zone Protection Plans (BZPPs).  The Department of Homeland Security is working closely with key public and private sector entities to ensure that appropriate protective measures are implemented to secure the United States from terrorist threats or attacks.  As part of the national security effort to protect critical infrastructure assets, the Protective Security Division is assisting state and local authorities – as well as private industry – in developing BZPPs.  The purpose of a BZPP is to make it more difficult for terrorists to conduct surveillance or successfully launch attacks from the immediate vicinity of Critical Infrastructure or Key Asset targets.

IV.
Sea Level Rise Study

Ms. McCue of Council staff gave a presentation on an EPA-funded sea-level rise study the Regional Planning Council recently completed under contract with the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC).  This was a GIS-project that focused on the Brevard and Volusia coastlines, identifying those areas expected to be directly impacted. The basis of this project was EPA’s analysis of data that indicated a one-foot rise in sea level over the next 100 years, with a possible five-foot rise in 200 years.  The study found that a rise in sea level will increase storm impacts, including storm surge, erosion and flooding, in coastal areas.  

MOTION: Mayor Land moved to authorize transmittal of the Sea Level Rise Study to the SWFRPC. Ms. Kershaw seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

V.
Chairman’s Report

Commissioner Cadwell informed the Council that new officer elections would be held at the December meeting.

VI. 
Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Glenn informed Council members that the Council lost five members due to the November elections, and she added that new members would be appointed soon.  She noted that Eustis Mayor Evelyn Smith was reappointed by Governor Bush. 
Ms. Glenn briefed the Council on proposed growth management legislation that will be introduced in the next legislative session. At the present time this legislation recommends that regional planning councils be given a larger role in reviewing comprehensive plans and Developments of Regional Impact (DRIs). She added that in the upcoming legislative session, there may be a request for increased funding for the regional planning councils, to bring statewide RPC funding from its current level of $2.2 million to $3 million.

VII. 
NARC Update

Commissioner Morris, who is currently the President of the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC), briefed the council about NARC’s activities. NARC addresses four major issues: economic development, transportation, environmental legislation and homeland security. Commissioner Morris recently attended a National Transportation meeting, where he suggested that there was need to market transportation innovations to local regions, and proposed using Central Florida as a focus or test region. This recommendation will go before the NARC board for approval in December 2004. Commissioner Morris urged local representatives to go to the NARC conference in March 2005.

VIII. 
New Agenda Item

MOTION: Commissioner Cadwell moved to add a new item to the agenda. The item concerned appointing a Council member to the Smart Growth Alliance as the Regional Planning Council representative. Commissioner Blake seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Commissioner Jacobs moved to appoint Commissioner Cadwell to the Smart Growth Alliance as the Regional Planning Council representative. Mayor Land seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

IX. 

Announcements/Comments

Commissioner Pritchard asked if we had been provided with a safelight shot of our region from NASA as was requested at the October meeting.  Ms. Glenn replied that staff was still trying to obtain it.

X. 

Adjournment



The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

Approved by the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council this 23rd day of February 2005.

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Chairman
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