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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 16, 2011 

CHAIR COMMISSIONER CHERYL L. GRIEB PRESIDING 

 

In Attendance: 

County Representatives: 

Commissioner Sean Parks, Lake County 

Commissioner Scott Boyd, Orange County 

Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 

Commissioner Brandon Arrington, Osceola County 

Commissioner John Horan, Seminole County 

Commissioner Brenda Carey, Seminole County 

Councilwoman Patricia Northey, Volusia County 

 

Municipal Representatives: 

Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of Cities 

Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, Kissimmee, Tri-County League of Cities (Osceola) 

Mayor John Land, Apopka, Tri-County Leagues of Cities (Orange) 

Commissioner Leigh Matusick, Volusia League of Cities 

 

Gubernatorial Appointees: 

Ms. Christina Dixon, Orange County 

Mr. John Lesman, Seminole County 

Mr. William McDermott, Seminole County Economic Development 

Mayor Melissa DeMarco, Lake County 

 

Ex-Officio Members: 

Ms. Nancy Christman, St. Johns River Water Management District 

Ms. Vivian Garfein, Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Ms. Cecelia Weaver, South Florida Water Management District 

Ms. Susan Sadighi, Florida Department of Transportation 

Mr. Russell Gibson, City of Sanford 

 

Other Attendees: 

Mr. Chris Testerman, Orange County 

Mr. David Bottomley, MetroPlan BPAC 

Mr. Dennis Foltz, Town of Oakland 

Dr. Toni Moody, Health Masters 

 

Members not in Attendance:  

Commissioner Andy Anderson, Brevard County 

Commissioner Chuck Nelson, Brevard County 

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County 

Commissioner Frank Attkisson, Osceola County 

Councilman Andy Kelly, Volusia County 
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Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando 

Commissioner Joanne Krebs, Winter Springs, Tri-County League of Cities (Seminole) 

Mr. Al Glover, Brevard County 

Mr. Dan O’Keefe, Orange County 

Ms. Melanie Chase, Seminole County 

Mr. Lonnie Groot, Volusia County 

 

ECFRPC Staff in attendance: 

Executive Director Philip Laurien  

Attorney Jerry Livingston 

Mr. George Kinney 

Ms. Lelia Hars 

Mr. Andrew Landis 

Mr. Fred Milch 

Ms. Claudia Paskauskas 

Mr. Chris Chagdes 

Mr. Keith Smith 

Ms. Tara McCue 

Ms. Elizabeth Rothbeind 

Ms. Gina Marchica 

Ms. Carole Clark 

 

 

I. Call to Order and General Business 

Commissioner Cheryl Grieb called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  Ms. Carole Clark called the roll 

and announced a quorum was present.  

 

II. Consent Agenda  

Commissioner Grieb asked for a motion to approve the February 2011 Meeting Minutes and the 

February 2011 Financial Reports.  The motion was made by Mayor John Land and seconded by Mayor 

Rocky Randels.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

III. Public Hearing – East Central Florida 2060 Plan 

Mr. George Kinney gave a recap of the Policy Plan process followed to this point.  He informed the 

Council that all required public meetings have been held, and that the Task Force has met several times 

to discuss and address outstanding issues and comments received from local jurisdictions and Council 

members. 

 

It was stated that the Governor’s Office will have a 60-day period to review the policy plan once the 

Council votes to transmit.  During this time, the Governor’s Office will review the plan for consistency 

with the Florida State Comprehensive Plan and coordinate any comments received from affected state 

agencies and jurisdictions.  The Governor’s Office would conclude the review with a findings and 

recommendation report, which the Council can review and consider prior to formal adoption. 

 

Chairwoman Grieb opened the floor for comments from the Council.  Commissioners Brenda Carey and 

Pat Northey commented that Seminole County and Volusia County respectively have concerns with 

some of the policy language as currently written.   
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Commissioner Northey asked how the Policy Plan would coordinate with the local planning process and 

whether it was meant to be an authoritative document or just a vision of what the region would like to 

see. 

 

In response, Director Laurien stated that most, if not all, of the “required/shall” language had been 

changed and softened to “recommend.”  He then stated that the Policy Plan attempts to implement the 

Regional Vision and is statutorily intended to inform and guide local comprehensive plans.  It is a series 

of regional policies that, if enacted and pursued in local comprehensive plans, should lead to a different 

outcome in 50 years in terms of land development patterns.  It would result in the need for less 

infrastructure construction thereby saving the local governments money and other resources.  If the 

Policy Plan were enacted it would also lead to more of a multi-modal transportation system with less 

dependence on the automobile. 

 

The Policy Plan is not meant to be site specific or regulatory and would allow each local sovereign 

district control of their own land use and comprehensive plans.  However, it is designed to create better 

places if each jurisdiction would look at the Policy Plan and ask themselves if the plans they are 

considering work toward creating a better future and a sustainable Florida. 

 

Mayor Rocky Randels added that the cities in his jurisdiction reviewed the Policy Plan with the 

understanding that the Policy Plan is a recommendation and plan for ways to improve the region going 

forward and with the recognition that every policy is not going to fit every municipality.   

 

After the discussion, Chairwoman Grieb asked for a motion to transmit the Policy Plan to the Governor’s 

office.  Mayor Randels made the motion and was seconded by Mr. Bill McDermott.  Before the vote, 

Commissioner Northey asked if a “word search” could be done throughout the document for the words 

“required” and “shall” and have these words replaced with “recommend.”  Director Laurien agreed to the 

request and the motion was amended to include that the document would not be transmitted until a 

search and replace had been conducted. 

 

With a hand vote of 10-2, the Council voted in favor of transmitting the Policy Plan to the Governor’s 

office. 

 

IV. CEDS Update 

The kick-off meeting for the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Committee was held on 

March 7, 2011.  Ms. Elizabeth Rothbeind provided the Council with a list of Committee Members and 

gave a brief overview of the topics discussed during the meeting.  Ms. Rothbeind also included a copy of 

a survey given to the Strategies committee members to help identify their ideas of the Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) currently experienced by the regional economy. 

 

V. Director’s Report  

Director Laurien commented that the combination of contracts the ECFRPC staff has received and may 

potentially receive in the near future, may eliminate the need for reserves to balance the FY2011 budget. 

 

He mentioned there is a lot going on legislatively right now that could have adverse effects on the RPC.  

In particular he spoke about Senate Bill 1910 which was introduced recently and if passed, would 

eliminate Florida’s Regional Planning Councils by July 1, 2011.  The bill would repeal Statute 186 which 
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created the RPCs and would erase the phrase “Regional Planning Council” from all of Florida’s growth 

management, planning and development legislation. 

 

The bill does not provide for allocating currently contracted work and does not have a companion bill in 

the House.  Director Laurien said he would keep the Council informed of any developments. 

 

XI. Announcements and Comments 

Several Council members expressed concern about other bills that if passed could affect funding for 

projects that have been approved in this region.  It was stated that action needs to be taken by e-mailing 

or writing the Governor’s office expressing concern for the decisions being made during the current 

legislative session. 

 

Chairwoman Grieb and Director Laurien informed the Council that they had been invited to join the 

Central Florida Partnership delegation to visit Salt Lake City and witness how the “Envision Utah” efforts 

spring-boarded physical, cultural and social change and resulted in economic development along their 

light rail line.  Envision Utah was the model for “How Shall We Grow” and has been a mentor to 

myregion.org.  Chairwoman Grieb and Director Laurien look forward to bringing back clear vision and 

insight as to what worked and didn’t work in Utah. 

 

Commissioner Pat Northey thanked Tara McCue and Elizabeth Rothbeind of the RPC staff for their 

presentation on the “Economic Impact of Trails on Communities” at the River to Sea Loop 3rd Annual 

Meeting.  Commissioner Northey said it was well received and will be presented again by Tara and 

Elizabeth in a Webinar on April 8th.   

 

Commissioner Leigh Matusick also applauded Elizabeth and Tara for their presentation and added that 

they will give the presentation to the Volusia TPO which will hopefully change the outlook of those who 

do not view the impact of trails and greenways as positive. 

 

Mr. Russ Gibson of Sanford mentioned that Seminole has started a River of Lakes Scenic Highway 

initiative that could be under way as early as next year.  The initiative would include widening the 415 

bridge and constructing a 12’ bike lane on the side that would connect Seminole and Volusia counties. 

 

Mr. David Bottomley of MetroPlan said they are working on streamlining priorities so that the process 

moves projects into the pipeline faster. 

 

Commissioner Matusick said that with the help of FDOT, Volusia was able to get the River of Lakes 

Heritage Corridor which would increase and enhance the bike paths and trails in Volusia. 

 

IX. Adjournment  

Chairwoman Grieb adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m. 
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Mr. Russ Abrams 
Executive Office of the Governor 

Ms. Leslie Hielema 
Orlando, Inc. 

   

Mr. Randy Berridge 
Florida High Tech Corridor 

Mr. C.T. Hsu 
C.T. Hsu + Associates, P.A. 

   
Mr. Rob Brancheau 

Greater Orlando Aviation Authority 
Ms. Misty Johantgen 

Visit Orlando  
   

Ms. Debbie Clements 
Progress Energy 

Mr. Dale Ketchman 
Spaceport Research & Technology Institute (SRTI) 

   
Ms. Jan Conrad 

Brevard Workforce 
Mr. Z. Joe Kulenovic 
Enterprise Florida 

   
Ms. Diane Crews 

Orlando Sanford International Airport 
Ms. Shelley Lauten 

myregion.org 
   

Mr. Frank DiBello 
Space Florida 

Mr. Michael Levine 
Century 21 World Properties 

   
Mr. Gary Earl 

Work Force Central Florida 
Mr. Randy Lyon 

Central Florida YMCA 
   

Mr. Ronald Egan 
General Electric (GE) 

Mr. William J. McDermott 
 Seminole County Economic Development 

   
Mr. Rick Fraser 

Center for Business Excellence 
Dr. Ann McGee 

Seminole State College 
   

Ms. Malvina Gasco 
The Boeing Company 

Ms. Belinda Ortiz 
City of Kissimmee 

   
Honorable Cheryl Grieb 

City of Kissimmee, ECFRPC Chair 
Mr. J. Stanley Payne 

Canaveral Port Authority 
   

Dr. Gaby N. Hawat 
Valencia Community College 

Mr. Ken Peach 
Health Council of East Central Florida 
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Mr. David Pierce 
NASA Kennedy Space Center 

Mr. Chester J. Straub 
TRDA Business Innovation Center 

   
Mr. John Porter 

Porter World Trade 
Mr. Adam Sumner 

Lake County 
   

Mr. Ed Schons 
University of Central Florida 

Mr. Victor Tan 
Asian American Chamber of Commerce 

   
Ms. Dede Schaffner 

Seminole County School Board 
Mr. Brian Walters 

Metro Orlando Economic Development 
Commission 

   
Mr. Bob Shephard 

Disney Entrepreneur Center 
Ms. Lynda Weatherman 

Economic Development Commission of 
Florida’s Space Coast 

   
Mr. Justin Sowers 
Lockheed Martin 

Mr. Bill Winder 
Nemours 
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Strategy Committee Meeting Schedule 

 
 

East Central Florida Regional Planning Council 
309 Cranes Roost Blvd., Suite 2000 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701 
 
 
 

 
Meeting 3: 

Monday, May 9, 2011 
11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

 
 

Meeting 4: 
Monday, June 6, 2011 

11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
 
 

Final Meeting: 
Monday, August 8, 2011 

11:30 am – 1:30 pm 




















