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Issues we heard most from voters….. 
•Lack of funding for water and land conservation 
•Proposed Surplus of conservation lands 
•Crisis in the Indian River Lagoon 
•Degradation of Florida’s springs 
•Concern about water issues 
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What does the amendment do? 

• Allocates 33% of  existing excise tax on 

documents – the doc stamp tax – to water and 

land conservation, restoration, and management 

for twenty years 
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Art. X, Section 28: Land Acquisition Trust Fund.— 
(a) Effective on July 1 of the year following passage of this amendment by the voters, and 
for a period of 20 years after that effective date, the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall 
receive no less than 33 percent of net revenues derived from the existing excise tax on 
documents, as defined in the statutes in effect on January 1, 2012, as amended from time 
to time, or any successor or replacement tax, after the Department of Revenue first deducts 
a service charge to pay the costs of the collection and enforcement of the excise tax on 
documents. 
(b) Funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be expended only for the following 
purposes: (1) As provided by law, to finance or refinance: the acquisition and improvement 
of land, water areas, and related property interests, including conservation easements, and 
resources for conservation lands including wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife habitat; 
wildlife management areas; lands that protect water resources and drinking water sources, 
including lands protecting the water quality and quantity of rivers, lakes, streams, 
springsheds, and lands providing recharge for groundwater and aquifer systems; lands in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area and the Everglades Protection Area, as defined in Article II, 
Section 7(b); beaches and shores; outdoor recreation lands, including recreational trails, 
parks, and urban open space; rural landscapes; working farms and ranches; historic or 
geologic sites; together with management, restoration of natural systems, and the 
enhancement of public access or recreational enjoyment of conservation lands. 
(2) To pay the debt service on bonds issued pursuant to Article VII, Section 11(e). 
(c) The moneys deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, as defined by the statutes in 
effect on January 1, 2012, shall not be or become commingled with the general revenue 
fund of the state. 
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Art. X, Section 28: Land Acquisition Trust Fund.— 
(a) Effective on July 1 of the year following passage of this amendment 
by the voters, and for a period of 20 years after that effective date, the 
Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall receive no less than 33 percent of net 
revenues derived from the existing excise tax on documents, as defined 
in the statutes in effect on January 1, 2012, as amended from time to 
time, or any successor or replacement tax, after the Department of 
Revenue first deducts a service charge to pay the costs of the collection 
and enforcement of the excise tax on documents. 

Effective July 1, 2015 
Dedicates 33% of Documentary Stamp Taxes 
To Lake Acquisition Trust Fund 
For 20 years. 
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(b) Funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be expended only for 
the following purposes: (1) As provided by law, to finance or refinance: 
the acquisition and improvement of land, water areas, and related 
property interests, including conservation easements, and resources 
for conservation lands including wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife 
habitat; wildlife management areas; lands that protect water resources 
and drinking water sources, including lands protecting the water 
quality and quantity of rivers, lakes, streams, springsheds, and lands 
providing recharge for groundwater and aquifer systems; lands in the 
Everglades Agricultural Area and the Everglades Protection Area, as 
defined in Article II, Section 7(b); beaches and shores; outdoor 
recreation lands, including recreational trails, parks, and urban open 
space; rural landscapes; working farms and ranches; historic or 
geologic sites; together with management, restoration of natural 
systems, and the enhancement of public access or recreational 
enjoyment of conservation lands. 
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(2) To pay the debt service on bonds issued pursuant 
to Article VII, Section 11(e). 
(c) The moneys deposited into the Land Acquisition 
Trust Fund, as defined by the statutes in effect on 
January 1, 2012, shall not be or become commingled 
with the general revenue fund of the state. 
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Florida Senate Slide 
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Current Documentary Stamp Tax Expenditures for Conservation 
Sec. 201.15, Fl. Stat. 

(millions) 
 
 
Florida Forever/Save Our Everglades        $176.8 
Ecosystem Management Trust Fund     $22.8   
Land Acquisition Trust Fund            $79.8   
LATF Coastal Lands                     $15.0   
Water Management Lands Trust Fund          $61.2   
Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund   $61.9   
State Game Trust Fund from CARL             $7.8   
State Game Trust Fund Lake Restoration            $9.4   
Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund           $34.5   
Water Quality Assurance Trust Fund             $5.0   
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Source: Department of Environmental Protection  

P2000 and Flor ida Forever Appropriat ions  
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Source: Department of Environmental Protection  

P2000 and Flor ida Forever Debt Service  
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• 575,070 acres of rare species 
habitat conservation areas, 

• 962 sites that are habitats for 
329 different rare species 

• 370 miles of priority 
recreational trails, 

• 800 historic sites 
• 22 new state parks 
• Progress toward Everglades 

Restoration 



Pd. pol. adv. paid for and sponsored by Florida's Water and Land Legacy, Inc., 1700 N. Monroe St., Ste. 11-286, Tallahassee, FL 32303  



Pd. pol. adv. paid for and sponsored by Florida's Water and Land Legacy, Inc., 1700 N. Monroe St., Ste. 11-286, Tallahassee, FL 32303  

How Show We Grow? 
Myregion.org 
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Central Florida Conservation Priorities 
Greater Kissimmee Prairie 
Green Swamp 
Indian River Lagoon 
St. Johns River 
Volusia Conservation Corridor 
Wekiva-Ocala Greenway 
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      Springs Protection 
 
Sen. David Simmons’ Bill 
Springs and Aquifer Protection  
Act 
 
Silver Springs 
Blue Springs 
Wekiva Springs 
Gemini Springs 
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Crisis in the Indian River Lagoon   

2013 
250 manatee deaths 
200 dolphin deaths 
250 pelican deaths 
Loss of 47,000 acres of seagrass 

250,000 septic tanks in ILR basin 
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Other issues 
 

Stormwater retrofits 
Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades 
Beach Renourishment 
Land Management 
Five Year Plans 
Administration 
 
 
 
Will Amendment 1 become the next 
Lottery? 
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Submit a Comment to the Senate Committee on 
Environmental Preservation and Conservation 
The Senate  is currently taking public comment on 
the implementation of the Water and Land 
Conservation Amendment. Please use the form 
below to submit a comment to the committee.  

http://www.flsenate.gov/media/topics/wlc 
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http://natureconservancy.tumblr.com/
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Position of the Sponsoring Organizations: 
 

• The intent of  Amendment 1 is to restore spending for a highly 

successful group of long-standing programs authorized in Florida 

statutes.  

 

• The amendment was drafted so that no implementing legislation is 

required   

 

• Legislature could simply appropriate funds to existing water and land 

conservation programs. 
 

 

 

 

Amendment 1 allows for renewed state spending on water and land 

conservation that will help Florida’s economy by protecting water resources, 

providing access to public lands, and keeping working lands, farms, and forests 

as part of Florida’s rural landscapes. 
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Coalition Position FY 2015-2016 
 
Debt Service     $173.3 
Everglades, Estuaries,  
 Northern Everglades   $170 
Florida Forever    $170 
 DEP/WMD/FCT  $125 

 Springs             $30 
 Trails             $15 

Springs        $60 
Land Management  $110 
Rural Family Lands    $44 
Beach Management    $30 
Total 2015-26    $757.3 million 
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