2-33-1

September 2002

Topic No. 750-000-005

Traffic Engineering Manual

Signing for Nature-Based Tourism and
Heritage Tourism Trails

Signs

Section 2.33
SIGNING FOR NATURE-BASED TOURISM

AND HERITAGE TOURISM TRAILS

2.33.1 Purpose

The purpose of this section is to identify for prospective sponsors of nature-
based and/or heritage trails the type of support the Department can offer and the
signs that are appropriate for installing along public roadways.

2.33.2 Background

(1) The concept of nature-based and heritage tourism is best explained as a
statewide effort to promote the natural and historic resources of our state. These
resources include natural spaces of our State Parks, lakes, rivers, beaches, and
woodlands, as well as the rich historical and cultural sites across Florida.

(2) The initiative began with Section 288.1224(11), F.S., which mandated a plan
to protect and promote all of the natural, coastal, historical, cultural, and
commercial tourism assets of the state.

(3) A very important concept of this program is that of regionally based plans,
where special interest signing requests can be included in a coordinated
program.

Through the Florida Commission on Tourism, VISIT FLORIDA represents the
State’s Official Tourism Promotion program.

(4) The Department is an active participant in the effort to promote Florida’s
natural assets through nature-based tourism and heritage tourism programs. The
Department’s role is to provide a mechanism for using public right of way for the
needed signs and provide engineering guidance to ensure that effective signing
plans are developed.

(5) Some examples of approved trails are the Historic Heritage Trail sponsored
by the Department of State, the Birding Trail sponsored by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, and the Gulf Coast Heritage Trail sponsored by the
Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program.

2.33.3 Pilot Program

(1) The Gulf Coast Heritage Trail was the first regional nature-based tourism trail
program within the state and the Department approved the signing plan as a pilot
program. It is a true trail system in that trail-blaze signs identify the route to
follow to access the sites, which are also described in the auto tour map and
brochure. The program was pioneered and coordinated by the Sarasota Bay
National Estuary Program in Sarasota and Manatee Counties.

(2) The success of this pilot is such that the Department is using the Gulf Coast
Heritage Trail as a model for other regional plans to follow.
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2.33.4 Criteria for Signing Program

In developing a trail system, several criteria must be followed by the sponsor of
the proposed nature-based or heritage tourism trail.

(1) The sponsor must develop grassroots support including local input into
establishing

routes.

(2) The program must include use of a land-based brochure with auto tour map -
the signs are not the primary guidance method.

(3) Attraction selection should be restricted to public ownership, non-profit, or for
those charging admission, a primary educational purpose (this includes
museums and art galleries).

(4) Promotional posters and an Internet web site are strongly suggested.

2.33.5 DOT Participation

(1) The Department will participate in the development of nature-based and
heritage tourism programs by providing advisory services as the programs are
proposed,

offer preliminary route recommendations, and approve routes upon which signs
may be erected.

(2) The Department's State Traffic Operations Office (850-414-5253) must be
contacted early in the process to assure proper coordination with all districts
affected by the proposed trail.

(3) Upon selection of the final route, District Traffic Operations personnel will
determine appropriate locations for trail-blaze signs and mark the locations so
that a sign contractor can erect the signs. It is the sponsor’s responsibility to have
the signs manufactured and erected through the Department's general use
permitting process. Department staff can provide the names of sign
manufacturers and contractors who are experienced in providing these services.

2.33.6 Sign Approval and Design

(1) The State Traffic Operations Engineer in Tallahassee must approve the sign
design to be used for this program.

(2) Logo signs are encouraged for this program, and several criteria apply:

(a) Signs installed on non-limited access highways shall be 24-inch panels.
Signs installed on the limited access highways shall be 36-inch panels. The
name of the trail should be in white highway sign type, upper case lettering
(Helvetica). A sample logo is shown in Figure 2.33-1.

(b) Signs shall be devoid of advertising.

(c) Signs logos may use colors, but must contain a brown background of Type IlI
retro-reflective sheeting, per DOT Specifications. Inks must be transparent
highway sign types.

(d) Signs should be installed along the State Highway System route with an
arrow pointing in the appropriate direction where cross streets must be used

to access the attraction. Confirmation signs, with straight-ahead arrows, are
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used at appropriate intervals to let motorists know they are on the right path
(usually 3-5 miles depending upon length of the route segments).
Figure 2.33-1. Logo for Gulf Heritage

2.33.7 Sign Maintenance

(1) The sponsors of the proposed nature-based and/or heritage trails are
responsible for the maintenance of the signs used throughout the trail.

(2) A contract with a private sign installation contractor should be executed or a
maintenance agreement with local government secured for signs on the State
Highway System.

(3) Evidence of the contract or agreement must be presented to the appropriate
District Traffic Operations office prior to installation of the signing program.



