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East Central Florida Regional Planning Council
Council Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2004

Chairman Blake

Presiding

In Attendance:

	County Representatives  
Commissioner Ron Pritchard, Brevard County

Commissioner Homer Hartage, Orange County

Commissioner Carlton Henley, Seminole County

Commissioner Randy Morris, Seminole County

Councilman Joe James, Volusia County

Municipal Representatives
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando

Mayor John Land, City of Apopka

Commissioner Michael Blake, City of Winter Springs

Commissioner William Harvey, City of Deltona

Gubernatorial Appointees 

Mr. Malcolm McLouth, Brevard County

Ms. Evelyn Smith, Lake County

Ms. Rita Kane, Orange County

Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Orange County

Ms. Nancy Acevedo, Seminole County

Ex-Officio and Other Municipal Representatives
Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD

Mr. Dick Burns, FDEP (for Vivian Garfein)

Mr. Thomas Genovese, SFWMD

Ms. Lennon Moore, FDOT


	Staff

Ms. Sandra Glenn

Mr. Fred Milch

Ms. Lelia Hars

Ms. Erin Kary

Guests

Michael Arth, Developer in DeLand

Other Attendees

John Percy

Susan McCune

Jeffrey Bau

Patty Sheehan

Josiah Banet

T. Wilson

Bill Wharton

Keven Adderly

Jason McGlashan

Mark Tobin

Eric Arp

Doug Dyer

Rose Lyons




I.
Call To Order and General Business

Chairman Blake called the meeting to order at 10:05 am. Ms. Kary called the roll and announced that a quorum was present.
Approval of Minutes: Secretary Kane offered for consideration the minutes. 

MOTION: Councilman Jaynes moved for approval of the February minutes. Mayor Land seconded the motion. The only change is concerning Joe Jaynes, Commissioner of Volusia County is now the county representative replacing Dwight Lewis. The motion passed unanimously.

Financial Reports: Chairman Blake offered for consideration the financial reports for February and March 2004.

MOTION: Commissioner Jaynes moved for approval of the financial reports. Ms. Kane seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Annual Financial Report: Chairman Blake offered for consideration the annual financial report for 2003. Mr. O’Keefe with Harris, Cotherman, O’Keefe & Associates stated that there really isn’t much to discuss. The Council is sound financially.

MOTION: Mayor Land moved for approval of the annual financial report. Ms. Kane seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

II.
Chairman’s Report

The Harmony Institute & Town of Harmony has invited all board members to an event. The 2nd Annual Dark Sky Festival will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2004 from 6 to 10 pm.

Chairman Blake announced that Mr. Peter DiLavore has accepted an appointment to the TRDA, a local agency in Brevard County and that he will be unable to sit on both boards, and therefore he is resigning from the Planning Council.

Chairman Blake also shared that Patricia A. Warner has been diagnosed with severe health problems and must step down from the Planning Council as the Lake County League of Cities representative.

MOTION: Commissioner Morris moved for a resolution to be drafted honoring both of these members for their wonderful service and support on the Council and throughout the region. Ms. Kane seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Council Staff will work toward filling both of these positions in the near future.

VII. DRI – Crescent/Gateway (moved up on agenda)
Mr. Milch presented an overview of the DRI. He stated that it is a 116 acre site and then pointed out the location of the site (the corner of Maitland Blvd and 434). He continued to present an overview of the site plan. He added that this is an infill project. He went over the Transportation Impacts. He also addressed the changes/corrections that have been made since the report was printed (hand out). Then, he spoke about the St. Johns River Water Management District letter. 

John Percy, the DRI applicant from Gladding Jackson (community planners in Orlando) introduced himself. He thanked everyone for their help and guidance. He then introduced the team that was with him. He stated that this is a great example of a very well thought out, successful public/private partnership. Mr. Percy stated all the recommendations made by the staff had been reviewed and agreed to.
Frank Martz, with the City of Altamonte Springs spoke about the history of the project and how it all came together. He stated that he appreciates the Council’s support.

Ms. Christman pointed out on line 283 on page 13, that it should be St. Johns River Water Management District rather than South Florida Water Management District.

Mr. O’Keefe, with FDOT, declared a conflict of interest (form was filled out).

MOTION: Ms. Kane moved for support and acceptance of the DRI with all of the changes/updates. Mayor Land seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

III.
 Resolution of Endorsement for Randy Morris as NARC President-Elect

Chairman Blake announced that Commissioner’s Morris will be running for President-elect of the National Association of Regional Council (NARC), upon nomination by the Council. He then presented the resolution to the Board.

Councilman Jaynes stated that we all need to support this. It is good to have one of our own in this position, he added.

Commissioner Morris spoke about the campaign and election process.

Commissioner Harvey concurred with Councilman Jaynes and joked that if he and Jaynes agree on this resolution that it must be a good one.

MOTION: Ms. Kane moved for endorsement of Randy Morris as NARC President-elect and to support the resolution. Councilman Jaynes seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Glenn thanked everyone for their support on this resolution. She explained that Commissioner Morris has brought us to the forefront on a national level. She also noted that we are considered a major metro on a national level or regional planning councils and that we are in the same category as New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Charleston. The ECFRPC is one of three major metro areas in Florida and our population is greater than Tampa’s so we are in the #2 spot, as far as the region is concerned. This gives us an opportunity to grow in regionalism by seeing how large areas deal with problems.

Ms. Kane stated that she wanted to be at this meeting to support this resolution. 

IV.
Resolution of Appreciation for Ron Book
Chairman Blake offered for consideration the resolution.

MOTION: Commissioner Morris moved for support of this resolution of appreciation. Mayor Land seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Glenn explained that Mr. Book is the Executive Director on the state level of planning councils and has devoted hours of his time to the homeless in the Miami/Broward County area. The Council was asked for resolutions to honor him. 

V. Resolution of Support for Application for the Transportation Enhancement Projects for the St. Johns River Trail Regional Plan Development
Chairman Blake offered for consideration the resolution.

MOTION: Mayor Land moved for support of the resolution. Councilman Jaynes seconded. 

Discussion
Mr. McLouth asked if this changes the way that one might want to cross the river with a transportation corridor. Are there more hurdles?

Ms. Glenn answered. The only restriction one might run into is there are several railroad rights of way through there that may warrant an easement.
Commissioner Blake explained that this is primarily related to river access and trail development.

Ms. Moore added that these are enhancement dollars. They are a special category of dollars.

Commissioner Pritchard stated that it is his understanding that this is an application for enhancement funds for development. So, the board isn’t actually agreeing to a plan at this point, this is just saying that if there is money available to develop then the assumption is that the plan would be coming back to the board. He stated that he shared the same concerns as Mac. He added that we don’t need more layers or hurdles, but if money can be gathered to pay for the plan then review the plan, then I’m for it.

Commissioner Morris talked about the actual original Heritage Act that this board endorsed and that there were some concerns when it was endorsed. “We worry about new regulations” he said. 

Motion passed unanimously.

VI.
myregion.org
Ms. Glenn reminded the board that our chair appointed members to assist in the next Phase of myregion and that she met with Harry Barley and Shelly Lauten to gather thoughts about what needs to be accomplished when this appointed committee gets together.

Mr. Barley, Ms. Lauten and Ms. Glenn are in the process of checking the calendars of the people that are on the committee and try to schedule a meeting during the last of May or first of June.

The first thing on the agenda is to ask the committee what they would actually like to see come out of this project. The meeting will likely be held prior to the next Alliance meeting that is in June.

Commissioner Hartage stated that he would like to get some information about how my region.org is being sold to the counties. What impacts are the results having on the planning process in each area of the region and how/what are being incorporated in the logic and planning?

Mr. McLouth answered Commissioner Hartage stating that he doesn’t think anything has been done and that the next Phase of this is the implementation stage.

Councilman Jaynes expressed that we have a lot of money invested in this and that he would like to see something happen before we invest more money into the myregion project. This needs to gain some traction.

Commissioner Henley pointed out that this implementation phase falls upon the governmental agencies because myregion has no authority to implement anything.

Ms. Glenn explained that we have so much data and maps that were developed to actually produce the source book. This information can and has been used in presentations and has helped in other projects and programs. She added that the role we play as a regional planning council is that we have the equipment and can produce the data (maps/statistics). And the planning departments throughout the region have access to all this information. It isn’t until the local official(s) tell the planning director(s) and economic development director(s) to work with the myregion group, because you all are the final vote on all the development in the region. It is going to take someone higher than just the myregion.org to make it work.

Commissioner Morris stated that we need to keep in mind that the source book product’s outcome was recommendations to be moved forward on if there was a sponsoring agent to move forward on it. He said that this is a situation where they are going to come back for funding and until there is more organization and a sense of direction of where they are going to go and an outcome is in sight, he will not bring this in front of my county commission. 

Ms. Kane stated that the transportation portion is moving along because of the MPO Alliance and perhaps they needed a group like myregion behind them to provide support. The fact is we have no real, concrete, defined, measurable items to achieve that we can point to and say that we have or are going to accomplish. 

Mr. McLouth stated that this all only reinforces what he has stated before. There is a vacuum here. This RPC is the ideal entity to pick this up and do something with it. We have the opportunity to fill this vacuum with something. He added that he is anxious for this committee to hold its first meeting, because I have some ideas.

Commissioner Hartage expressed an idea that maybe if we had a check off list within the comp plan so for every project that comes through our counties and cities that goes through a comp plan process which will include a check off list. This board has to decide that this is important for us to be a drum major for. He added that he would love to be on the committee.

Commissioner Jaynes requested that at our next meeting we have more a more definitive report on myregion.org and an update about some of the things that are going on. Maybe a brief (2-3) slides on myregion, what’s going on, where we are, where we are going, and resources available.

Ms. Glenn stated that she will have Jeff and Jenifer prepare a list of all the background information that we have on file that could be used as a resources for the cities, counties, planning agencies, and economic development agencies. She added that next month the board will be presented with the final report on the 429 Extension Working Group. A lot of the information used during that project had been gained from working on the myregion project.

Mr. Livingston interjected that this is basically the essence of what we are all about.

Ms. Kane expressed her agreement but unfortunately this project is housed at the Chamber of Commerce making it a downtown project vs. a regional project. She said that she believes this to be a barrier. She added that her ideal is that the board bring the project here.

Commissioner Hartage said ditto. We haven’t discussed where the best place to house this project is.

VIII. Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Glenn introduced Michael Arth, a developer who has restored a threatened district in DeLand. (copy of Southern Living Article)

Mr. Arth spoke about how pedestrian villages are the answer to sprawl. He shared the trials and triumphs through the past few years of saving this neighborhood by giving it a much-deserved face-lift. For more information visit www.michaelearth.com

Commissioner Jaynes suggested that we bring Mr. Arth back. That this is something that would merit an agenda item.

IX. Announcements/Comments


Commissioner introduced Rose Lyons from his staff.
X. Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.
Approved by the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council this 19th day of May 2004.

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Chairman
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