
 

 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 1 - MAY 16, 2007 
 

East Central Florida Regional Planning Council 

 
Council Meeting Minutes 

May 16, 2007 

Chairman Jon Rawlson Presiding 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

County Representatives  

Commissioner Mary Bolin, Brevard County 
Commissioner Chuck Nelson, Brevard County 
Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County 
Commissioner Teresa Jacobs, Orange County  
Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 
Commissioner Brenda Carey, Seminole County 
 
Municipal Representatives 
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando 
Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of 
Cities  
Mayor John Land, Tri-County League of Cities 
Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, City of Kissimmee 
Vice Mayor Mary Martin, Volusia County 
League of Cities 
 
Gubernatorial Appointees  
Mr. Malcolm McLouth, Brevard County 
Ms. Sue Carlson, Brevard County 
Mr. Jon Rawlson, Orange County  

Ex-Officio and Other Municipal 

Representatives 
Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD 
Ms. Vivian Garfein, FDEP 
Mr. Thomas Genovese, SFWMD 
Ms. Susan Sadighi, FDOT  
 
Other Attendees 

Gerald Livingston, ECFRPC Counsel  
Ms. Liz Alward, Brevard County 
Mr. Charles Lee, Florida Audubon Society 
Mr. Dave Dingley, Brevard County 
Ms. Althea Jefferson, Orange County Planning 
Marianna Gurnee, FDOT Public Liaison, 
   FDOT Commuter Rail Project 
 

Members not in Attendance 

Commissioner Elaine Renick, Lake County 
Commissioner Bill Lane, Osceola County 
Property Appraiser Atlee Mercer, Osceola 
County 
Commissioner Robert Dallari, Seminole County  
Councilwoman Joie Alexander, Volusia County 
Councilman Art Giles, Volusia County 
Mayor Tom Walters, City of Oviedo 
Commissioner Evelyn Smith, Lake County 
Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Orange County 
Ms. Maria Grulich, Osceola County 
Ms. Aileen Cubillos, Seminole County  
Mr. Jim Greer, Seminole County 
Ms. Maryam Ghyabi, Volusia County  
Mr. Russell Gibson, City of Sanford 
Ms. Lennon Moore, OOCEA 
 
ECFRPC Staff 

Mr. Phil Laurien 
Ms. Lelia Hars 
Mr. Fred Milch 
Ms. Laura Murray 
Ms. Ruth Little 
Ms. Kimberly Loewen 
Ms. Claudia Paskauskas 
Mr. Samer Bitar 
Mr. Andrew Landis 
Ms. Tara McCue 
Mr. Keith Smith 
Ms. April Raulerson 



 

 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 2 - MAY 16, 2007 
 

 
 

I. Call to Order and General Business 

Chairman Jon Rawlson called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.  Ms. Ruth Little called the 
roll and announced that a quorum was present.  
 

II. Prior Minutes  

Ms. Martin announced that the March 2007 and April 2007 are being considered today.  
Mr. Livingston noted a correction is needed on the March 21, 2007 minutes which record 
him as seconding a motion.  After discussion it was agreed that approval of the March 2007 
minutes would be deferred until the tape can be reviewed and the minutes corrected.  Vice 
Mayor Martin made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE APRIL 2007 MINUTES.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Genovese and passed unanimously. 
 

III. Financial Reports  

Mr. McLouth presented the April 2007 financial reports, noting that the Council is under 
budget on a number of items, even with two vacant positions filled.  Commissioner Carey 
brought up the potential budget cuts that counties may experience depending on tax 
decisions made at the state level.  After discussion, Mr. McLouth made a MOTION TO 
APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORTS AS PRESENTED.  The motion was seconded 
by Vice Mayor Martin and unanimously passed.  
 

IV. Update of DRI Activities – Mr. Fred Milch 

Mr. Milch presented information to the Council about projects in all counties of the East 
Central Florida Region.  While no DRI’s are being considered before the Council at this 
time, there are 18 DRIs reviews in process in the region and 12 DRIs have filed Notice of 
Proposed Change (NOPC).  
 

V. Executive Director’s Report – Mr. Phil Laurien 
Mr. Laurien updated the Council on the myregion.org process, which is now requesting 
input from Mayors and how they envision their city absorbing the growth projected for the 
next 50 years.  Meetings are being held at the county level and input from Mayors is due on 
or before June 5.    
 
The task of defining the exact boundaries of conservation areas was explained next.  
Beginning with the green footprint developed by Dr. Randy Kautz and using input from the 
Nature Conservancy and The Audubon Society, the goal is to develop conservation areas 
that are supported by science.  The work has been reviewed by experts at the University of 
Florida, looking at strategic habitat conservation areas and ecological greenway network 
and will be forwarded to the committee that is studying the green footprint for more 
analysis.  Several questions were asked about DRIs, protecting the most sensitive areas 
first, and cost concerns.  After the green footprint goes through the committee approval 
process, a map can be put into the website.   
 



 

 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 3 - MAY 16, 2007 
 

Moving to personnel issues, Mr. Laurien introduced two new staff members:  April 
Raulerson, Planner with LEPC and homeland security responsibilities, and Keith Smith in 
the area of GIS support.   
 
Next was an overview of various house bills currently up for consideration.  A synopsis by 
the Wren Group was distributed prior to the meeting.  Affordable Housing, Growth 
Management and revisions to DRI procedures are some of the items of interest to RPCs 
throughout the state.   
 
Other information was passed along to Council members, including a notification regarding 
rural land stewardship in Osceola County, a rule making item from FDOT, and an increase 
in the State budget for DCA from $3.3 to $3.7 million.     
 
Mr. Laurien then gave a brief update on the CEDS program which was postpone last month 
due to time constraints.  The first meeting of the CEDS subcommittee, made up of various 
Economic Development Councils from around the region, was very positive.  The role of 
the RPC in eligibility requirements for federal EDA grants was explained.  He will 
continue to keep the Council apprised of this project.   
 

VI. Commuter Rail Update – Marianna Gurnee, FDOT Public Liaison 

Ms. Gurnee explained her role with the Department of Transportation’s Commuter Rail 
Project.  She presented the Agreement between the FDOT and CSX Railroad allowing the 
expansion of commuter rail, tri-rail service, and improvements in rail freight handling 
capacity.  The majority of freight traffic will be moved west of Orlando, with a new hub 
being built in Winter Haven.  This investment will free up rail for commuter purposes.  Her 
presentation also highlighted plans to expand tri-rail as far south as Homestead, and create 
five new grade-separated crossings in the Central Florida area with state funds and no local 
cost.  Ms. Gurnee emphasized that the new Logistics Center must be up and running before 
commuter rails can proceed.  There are also federal and local funding commitments to be 
secured.  This project outlined today establishes a spine on which to grow, and is one of 
only two such projects in the nation that have received approval. 
 
Mr. Rawlson asked about participation by local municipalities.  Ms. Gurnee answered by 
saying that Volusia, Orange and Osceola Counties are funded.  Winter Park and Maitland 
have approved interlocal agreements with Orange County.   The Federal portion of the 
funding comes from Federal Gas taxes, which Florida has been paying for years.  There 
was a very active question and answer period, covering many concerns.  Highlights of the 
commuter rail plan:  service can begin as early as 2009, with 30 minute peak services 
during morning and evening rush; trains will average 45 mph, have restrooms, power 
outlets to all seats, luggage and bicycle racks.   
 
Mr. Rawlson thanked Ms. Gurnee for a very informative presentation.  
 



 

 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 4 - MAY 16, 2007 
 

VII. Report of Auditor 

Mr. Rawlson introduced Dan O’Keefe, accountant and member of the firm Moore Stevens 
and Loveless.  Mr. O’Keefe presented the results of the audit of the ECFRPC’s 2006 
financial records.  He told the Council members that the financial position of the council is 
very good.  Like many other agencies, the RPC is anxiously waiting to see what the 
legislature decides about property taxes.  Mr. McLouth made a MOTION TO ACCEPT 
THE AUDIT REPORT AS PRESENTED.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion and it 
was passed unanimously.  
 

VIII. Announcements / Comments  

Chairman Rawlson opened an opportunity for Council members and members of the public 
to bring up events, issues or other items of interest.   
 
Mayor Rocky Randels thanked Tara McCue and the Council for a job well done on 
opening of a trail on the Chain of Lakes in Brevard County.   
 
Vice Mayor Mary Martin made an announcement of a Smart Growth Series by the Volusia 
Council of Governments on June 16 entitled “How Shall We Live in Volusia County” and 
invited everyone to take a flyer and consider attending. 
 
Tara McCue announced the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) program.  The 
ECFPRC will be assisting the U.S. Census Bureau in scheduling meetings this summer. 
 

IX. Adjournment 

There being no further business before the Council, Chairman Rawlson adjourned the 
meeting at 12:01 p.m.      
 
 
 


