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LakeLake--WekivaWekiva Trail PlanTrail Plan

From the Lake County Trails From the Lake County Trails MasterplanMasterplan July 2008July 2008
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Prepared forPrepared for
OrlandoOrlando--Orange County Expressway AuthorityOrange County Expressway Authority

andand
Florida Department of Transportation, District FiveFlorida Department of Transportation, District Five

Prepared byPrepared by
October 2008October 2008



ASSESSMENT OF MULTIASSESSMENT OF MULTI--USEUSE
TRAIL ACCOMMODATIONTRAIL ACCOMMODATION

WEKIVA PARKWAY (SR 429)/SR 46 WEKIVA PARKWAY (SR 429)/SR 46 
REALIGNMENT PD&E STUDYREALIGNMENT PD&E STUDY

Conclusion:Conclusion:

The stakeholder group The stakeholder group 
indicated that a followindicated that a follow--up, up, 
more detailed trail study more detailed trail study 
should be funded and should be funded and 
undertaken.undertaken.



WekivaWekiva Parkway Trail Project:Parkway Trail Project:
Where are we now?Where are we now?

FDOT has agreed to fund a feasibility FDOT has agreed to fund a feasibility 
studystudy
MetroPlanMetroPlan and the Lake~Sumter MPO and the Lake~Sumter MPO 
have reviewed and commented on the have reviewed and commented on the 
Scope of Services for the Trail StudyScope of Services for the Trail Study
Stakeholders Meeting January 2009Stakeholders Meeting January 2009



The trail study should:The trail study should:
Use the Existing Studies as a starting Use the Existing Studies as a starting 
pointpoint

Lake County Trails Master PlanLake County Trails Master Plan
Trail Assessment Trail Assessment –– WekivaWekiva Parkway Parkway 
PD&EPD&E

Include the DEP Office of Greenways and Include the DEP Office of Greenways and 
Trails in the studyTrails in the study



The trail study should:The trail study should:
Provide for nonProvide for non--motorized transportation motorized transportation 
through the through the WekivaWekiva Basin Basin 

Address the issue of allowing bicycles/mopeds on Address the issue of allowing bicycles/mopeds on 
limitedlimited--access shoulders as provided in other access shoulders as provided in other 
statesstates
Address the issue of replacing an existing multiAddress the issue of replacing an existing multi--
modal facility with a limited access facilitymodal facility with a limited access facility
Provide for recreational access to the Provide for recreational access to the WekivaWekiva State State 
Park System to foster environmental appreciationPark System to foster environmental appreciation



Key Points of the Scope should Key Points of the Scope should 
include:include:

•Broaden the scope of analysis

•Develop a preferred alternative

•Enhance the Public Involvement Activities

•Ensure this is a stakeholder driven process

•Strategy for the NEPA approval process

•Wekiva River crossing

•Rail banking of the CSX Railroad corridor



Potential Environmental Impacts for Potential Environmental Impacts for 
the Proposed the Proposed WekivaWekiva Trail that should Trail that should 
be considered by the alternative study:be considered by the alternative study:

The trail should not:The trail should not:

Expand the footprint of the Expand the footprint of the WekivaWekiva Parkway Parkway 
Compromise the effectiveness of the proposed Compromise the effectiveness of the proposed 
wildlife crossingswildlife crossings
Facilitate additional disturbances or fragmentation Facilitate additional disturbances or fragmentation 
to natural areas to natural areas 
Compromise the land management and security Compromise the land management and security 
of the state park systemof the state park system



In Conclusion:In Conclusion:

This effortThis effort should not be limited to should not be limited to 
simply identifying asimply identifying a trail alignment trail alignment 
butbut should include an overall should include an overall 
assessment ofassessment of useruser needs and options needs and options 
for providing nonfor providing non--motorized motorized 
connectivity and access through this connectivity and access through this 
region.region.



In In ConclusionConclusion::

The study shouldThe study should consider the consider the 
full spectrum of environmental, full spectrum of environmental, 
recreational, social, and land recreational, social, and land 
managementmanagement implicationsimplications to the to the 
WekivaWekiva State Park System.State Park System.


