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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

June 18, 2008 

Commissioner Teresa Jacobs Presiding 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

County Representatives  

Commissioner Chuck Nelson, Brevard County 

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County  

Commissioner Teresa Jacobs, Orange County  

Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 

Commissioner John Quinones, Osceola County 

Mr. Atlee Mercer, Osceola County 

Commissioner Mike McLean, Seminole County 
 

Municipal Representatives 
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando  

Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of 

     Cities 

Mayor John Land, Tri-County League of Cities 

Vice Mayor Mary Martin, Volusia County 

     League of Cities 

Mayor John Bush, Seminole County League of 

Cities  
 

Gubernatorial Appointees  
Mr. Malcolm McLouth, Brevard County 

Mr. Jon Rawlson, Orange County  

Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Orange County 

Ms. Aileen Cubillos, Seminole County 

 

Ex-Officio and Other Municipal Reps 

Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD 

Ms. Vivian Garfein, FDEP 

Mr. Thomas Genovese, SFWMD 

Ms. Susan Sadighi, FDOT  

Mr. Russell Gibson, City of Sanford 

Mr. William McDermott, Enterprise Florida 

 

Other Attendees 

Gerald Livingston, ECFRPC Counsel 

K. Hattaway, Tohoqua DRI 

Mr. John Moore, FDOT 

Ms. Michelle Beaman, Osceola County 

Mr. Jeff Jones, Osceola County 

 

Mr. Lance DeCuir, FDOT 

Ms. Debra Dremann, Newland 

Ms. Diane Dias, Newland 

Mr. Wayne Bennett, Osceola County 

Mr. John Adams, RJ Whidden & Assoc 

Mr. Lee Smith, Holland & Knight  

Mr. Bob Secrist, Neptune Investments 

Mr. John Lesman, BioTech 

Mr. Christopher Stapleton, Geneva Citizen 

Assoc. 

Mr. Ted Brown, Baker Hostetler 

Mr. Mark Jacobson, Newland 

Mr. Bob Whidden, RJ Whidden Assoc 

Mr. Doug Russell, Neptune Investments 

Ms. Teri Bowley, GT 

Ms. Liz Alward, Brevard County 

 

ECFRPC Staff 

Mr. Phil Laurien            Ms. Lelia Hars 

Ms. Ruth Little                 Mr. Fred Milch 

Ms. Kimberly Loewen     Mr. Andrew Landis 

Ms. Claudia Paskauskas   Mr. Jeremey Mikrut 

Ms. Tuesdai Brunsonbyrd-Bowden 

 

Members not in Attendance 

Commissioner Helen Voltz, Brevard County  

Commissioner Elaine Renick, Lake County 

Commissioner Dick Van Der Weide,  

     Seminole County  

Councilwoman Joie Alexander, Volusia 

County 

Councilman Art Giles, Volusia County 

Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, City of  

     Kissimmee  

Mr. Al Glover, Brevard County  

Ms. Maryam Ghyabi, Volusia County  
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I. Call to Order and General Business 

Chair Teresa Jacobs called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  Ruth Little called the roll 

and announced that a quorum was present.  

 

II. Consent Agenda 

A MOTION to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Vice Mayor Martin and 

seconded by Mr. McLouth.  The MOTION to approve the Consent Agenda was 

UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.   

 
III. Strategic Regional Policy Plan (SRPP) Task Force – Mr. Malcolm McLouth 

Mr. McLouth gave a report on the June 16, 2008 meeting of the SRPP Task Force.  Dr. 

Tom Hoctor of the University of Florida gave a presentation on the Critical Lands and 

Waters Identification Program (CLIP). The Task Force was pleased with the attendance at 

that meeting by representatives of state agencies, Century Commission members, and 

private citizens.  A meeting of the Natural Resources Sounding Board has been set for 

Monday, July 21, 2008 at 10:00 am at the Planning Council offices.  The next meeting of 

the SRPP Task Force will be August 11, 2008. 

 
IV. Tohoqua Development of Regional Impact – Mr. Fred Milch 

Mr. Milch presented information about the Tohoqua DRI, one of several DRIs in the 

eastern side of Lake Tohopekaliga .  The project is a total of 1,184 acres with 56 acres 

preserved.  Recommendations have been consistent among DRIs in the area, with traffic 

considered both as a whole and individually.  Some low areas were shown on a wetlands 

map that are currently being pumped.  The 100 year flood plain map shows these as marsh 

areas.  On the positive side, the developer will obtain certifications for Florida Green 

Building Coalition, Waterstar, and Dark Skies.  The newest changes to the Staff 

Recommendations were reviewed in the green sheets. 

 

Mr. John Adams of RJ Whidden answered questions about the area of the development 

being pumped.  He did not know how long the pumps had been used, but the land has been 

a cattle ranch for 100+ years, and the canals were dug long ago.  The proposed 

development will not be dependent upon pumping.  There were also questions and 

discussion about developing below the 55 foot level and clarification on muck.  Mr. Milch 

assured everyone of his confidence that the development will be properly engineered.  Mr. 

Adams then gave a brief presentation of the Lake Toho DRI and other projects.  He 

explained the unique cooperation between developers in the area to address common 

interests such as schools, transportation, emergency services, parks and the environment.   

 

Chair Commissioner Jacobs asked for comments from involved agencies, and opened the 

floor to questions.  After a brief discussion, Mayor Land moved to adopt the 

Recommendations as presented.  The Motion was seconded by Commissioner Quinones 

and the MOTOIN TO APPROVE was UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.   

 
V. Chair’s Report – Chair, Commissioner Teresa Jacobs 

Commissioner Jacobs reviewed the Water Summit held about six weeks ago between the 

ECFRPC and the Northeast Florida Regional Council (NEFRC).  The ECFRPC will be 
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hosting the second meeting, which will focus on an examination of the successes and 

failures that other regions have had in the area of water management, with the goal of 

avoiding pitfalls and building consensus.  Mr. Laurien noted that the Century Commission 

is holding a Water Summit in Orlando, which he will be attending on September 25 and 26.  

It was agreed that the water summit between the ECFRPC and the NEFRC be postponed 

from the July 25, 2008 date previously released until after the Century Commission’s 

event.  Commissioner Jacobs suggested our discussion with NEFRC about avoiding a 

water war over surface water usage could potentially be a “breakout” session at the Century 

Commission Summit.  She would contact Tim Centers to follow up. 

 
VI. Executive Director’s Report – Phil Laurien 

Mr. Laurien reviewed the written Director’s Report, noting that a contract has been agreed 

to with the Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority to do conduct an economic 

impact study on the effect of the Wekiva Parkway construction.   He also reported on the 

status of the financial Audit.  In the matter of the CLIP project reported on by Mr. 

McLouth, Mr. Laurien added that the CLIP data is similar to the Natural Resources of 

Regional Significance (NRORS) map that the SRPP Task Force is working on, but 

emphasized that we will still establish our own assumptions about how the data will be 

used; the State’s CLIP map will not become our NRORS map.   

 

Mr. Laurien attended the most recent St. Johns River Water Management District’s TMDL 

meeting.  It is expected that by fall, the draft Basin Action Plan (BMP) document will be 

complete and adopted with an Order anticipated in September.  This document ties directly 

into our Water Summit discussions regarding Central Florida’s use of the St. Johns River 

for drinking water and the impact that has on dilution rates going into the Jacksonville area.   

 

Mr. Laurien’s written report includes detailed information on Senate Bill 682.  However, 

today’s newspaper reported that Governor Crist has vetoed the Bill. 

 

Mr. Laurien then thanked Kimberly Loewen for her hard work over the last two-plus years 

on special research projects, affordable housing, computer maintenance, staff training and 

all the miscellaneous tasks she took on as her role expanded.  Kimberly will be moving to 

Chicago and Mr. Laurien and the Council wish her well in the new chapter of her life.  

 

VII. Announcements /Comments 

Chair Commissioner Jacobs provided an opportunity for Council members and members of the 

public to bring up events, issues or other items of interest.   Ms. Garfien thanked Phil for his 

participation in the TMDL meetings, emphasizing how important that work is for the 

region.  
 

VIII. Adjournment 

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00.  

 


