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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 19, 2011 

CHAIR COMMISSIONER CHERYL L. GRIEB PRESIDING 
 

In Attendance: 
County Representatives: 
Commissioner Chuck Nelson, Brevard County 
Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County 
Commissioner Sean Parks, Lake County 
Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 
Commissioner Brandon Arrington, Osceola County 
Commissioner John Horan, Seminole County 
Commissioner Brenda Carey, Seminole County 
Councilman Andy Kelly, Volusia County 
 

Municipal Representatives: 
Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of Cities 
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando 
Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, City of Kissimmee 
Mayor John Land, City of Apopka 
Commissioner Leigh Matusick, Volusia County 
 

Gubernatorial Appointees: 
Mayor Melissa DeMarco, Lake County 
Mr. Dan O’Keefe, Orange County 
Mr. Atlee Mercer, Osceola County 
Ms. Melanie Chase, Seminole County 
Mr. John Lesman, Seminole County 
Mr. Lonnie Groot, Volusia County 
 

Ex-Officio Members: 
Ms. Nancy Christman, St. Johns River Water Management District 
Ms. Vivian Garfein, Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Ms. Cecelia Weaver, South Florida Water Management District 
Mr. John Moore for Susan Sadighi, Florida Department of Transportation 
 

Other Attendees: 
Mr. Chris Testerman, Orange County 
Ms. Laura Minns, Lynx 
Ms. Liz Alward, Brevard County 
Mr. David Bottomley, MetroPlan BPAC 
Mr. Lisa Kelty, FDEP 
 

Members not in Attendance:  
Commissioner Andy Anderson, Brevard County 
Commissioner Scott Boyd, Orange County 
Commissioner Frank Attkisson, Osceola County 
Councilwoman Patricia Northey, Volusia County 
Commissioner Joanne Krebs, Winter Springs, Tri-County League of Cities 
Mr. Al Glover, Brevard County 
Ms. Christina Dixon, Orange County 
Mr. William McDermott, Economic Development 
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ECFRPC Staff in attendance: 
Executive Director Philip Laurien  
Attorney Jerry Livingston 
Mr. George Kinney 
Ms. Lelia Hars 
Ms. Claudia Paskauskas 
Mr. Chris Chagdes 
Mr. Keith Smith 
Mr. Andrew Landis 
Ms. Tara McCue 
Ms. Elizabeth Rothbeind 
Mr. Josh Hoffman 
Ms. Gina Marchica 
Ms. Carole Clark 
 
I. Call to Order and General Business 
 
Commissioner Cheryl Grieb called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., and welcomed new appointees to 
the Council.  The new appointees are:  Commissioner Andy Anderson, Brevard County; Commissioner 
Sean Parks, Lake County; Commissioner Frank Attkisson, Osceola County; and Commissioner John 
Horan, Seminole County.  Ms. Carole Clark called the roll and announced a quorum was present.  
 
II. Consent Agenda  
 
Commissioner Grieb asked for a motion to approve the November 2010 Meeting Minutes and the 
November and December 2010 Financial Reports.  The motion was made by Mayor John Land and 
seconded by Commissioner Fred Brummer.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
 
III. Pension Plan Amendment 
 
Director Phil Laurien asked that this item be tabled until the February Council meeting.  Although the 
Amendment is mandated, there are selections that need to be made by the Council.  Director Laurien 
plans to have Attorney Jeffrey Koltun present at the next meeting to discuss the details. 
 
IV. FY 2011 Budget Amendment Package 
 
Director Laurien reported that since the beginning of FY2011 on October 1st, the RPC staff has been 

entrepreneurial in obtaining contracts that are above and beyond the “Likely Speculative Contract 

Revenue” budgeted for the current year.  He presented the attached projected revenue information to 

show how the Staff’s expected contracts will result in no reserves being needed in FY2011. 

 

Chairwoman Grieb called for a motion to acknowledge the FY 2011 Budget Amendment Package.  The 
motion was made by Mr. Atlee Mercer and seconded by Commissioner Patty Sheehan.  All were in favor 
and the motion passed. 
 
V. Director’s Report 
 
Director Laurien discussed the HUD debriefing as it pertained to the HUD Sustainability Grant 

application.   

 

The evaluation of the ECFRPC’s HUD Grant application showed that the RPC scored well (69/100) for 

an applicant not receiving a grant.  A score of 85 was required in order to be funded.  The Grant 
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committee was impressed and excited about many of the ideas submitted and felt that if the proper HUD 

language had been used, it is possible the application could have been funded.  The main objections to 

the application were that it did not include certain language required by the HUD Reform Act (but not 

specified in the Sustainable Community Development Grant application package) and that the plan 

needed to be more specific with respect to engaging underserved populations. 

 

Overall, the Grant committee liked the ECFRPC’s application and encouraged the RPC to continue it’s 

pursuit for funding at a second round offering should one occur. 

 

VI. New FRCA Policy Board Members Needed to Replace Mary Martin and Elaine Renick 
 
Chairwoman Grieb mentioned that she and Mr. O’Keefe had attended the monthly Florida Regional 
Councils Association (FRCA) meeting the previous Friday along with Director Laurien.  She asked if 
there was any interest from the Council to serve on the FRCA policy board.  The Council suggested that 
she and Mr. O’Keefe continue as the replacements for Mary Martin and Elaine Renick.  Chairwoman 
Grieb and Mr. O’Keefe both agreed they would be willing.  The motion was made and seconded for 
Commissioner Cheryl Grieb and Mr. Dan O’Keefe to be replacement FRCA Policy Board Members.  All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 
 
VII. Future of Regional Planning in Florida 
 
Mr. O’Keefe informed the Council of a meeting he had with the Governor’s office while he was in 
Tallahassee the prior week.  He said they conveyed to him the Governor’s desire to shake things up and 
do whatever is necessary to: 1) create jobs, and 2) stimulate economic growth in Florida.  They are 
looking to streamline state agencies and narrow the focus of DCA.  The impact on Florida’s Regional 
Planning Councils is undetermined but should become more clear in the next few months. 
 
He mentioned that the Governor’s office was up front about needing to make changes in Growth 
Management.  The system that is now in place addresses a different set of challenges than the 
challenges Florida faces today.  Mr. O’Keefe also said there are some common misconceptions about 
what planning councils really do.  Councils are seen as “the staff that review DRI’s,” and it is not 
commonly understood that there are many other significant activities in which councils are involved. 
 
Ms. Vivian Garfein asked whether or not the Governor’s office is aware of the many innovative 
disciplines the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council engages in.  It was also asked if it was 
realistic to assume that Senator Mike Bennett, who has filed recent Growth Management bills, would 
empower Regional Planning Councils to do any more than they are currently doing.  Mr. O’Keefe 
answered that he did not foresee an empowering of the councils but more advisory responsibilities could 
be given to the regional planning Councils. 
 
Director Laurien took the opportunity to talk about a conference call he had with the Century 
Commission.  The Century Commission was created by Governor Jeb Bush for the purpose of looking 
100 years out to see how Florida could grow in a more sustainable fashion.  Senator Bennett was a 
guest on the call.   
 
Director Laurien said that Senator Bennett was looking for some suggestions from the Commission on 
what to do after the Growth Management era.  He was looking for very specific natural resource policies 
and a map of Florida with all of the state lands identified overlaid on the most critical natural resources.  
Director Laurien provided the Senator with both the NRORS policies from the ECFRPC 2060 Plan and 
the Critical Lands and Waters Identification (CLIP) maps overlaid on state lands for our region. 
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This opened the door to introduce a white paper put together by Phil Laurien, George Kinney and 

Andrew Landis entitled:  “After Growth Management:  A Proposed New Planning Framework for Florida.”  

The white paper develops a strategy for transitioning and moving forward from the current Growth 

Management number counting, formulaic style of planning to a strategic planning based platform.  

 

The white paper is a working draft that is intended to guide and inform key legislators of the capabilities 

of the regional planning councils.  It has been sent to Senator Mike Bennett, Senator Andy Gardiner, 

Speaker Dean Cannon, DCA Secretary Billy Buzzett, and the Governor’s Chief of Staff.  It carries 

disclaimers that it is not an official ECFRPC policy document. 

 

Director Laurien also mentioned that Ron Book, FRCA’s lobbyist, expressed that now is the time to call 

and visit legislators to let them know what is working and not working with the current growth 

management system. 

 
More discussion followed concerning what the future of the planning councils might be and it was agreed 
that there is definitely change coming from the Governor and the Legislature and that a year from now 
RPCs will have a different role than they do currently. 
 
Mr. Mercer summarized the discussion by saying that now is the time to act.  It is not the time to sit by 
and wait until decisions are made concerning Regional Planning Councils before we speak and present 
our ideas.  He suggested that the Council review the white paper prepared by Director Laurien, Mr. 
Kinney and Mr. Landis and come prepared with comments to next month’s meeting.  The Council should 
then decide if it wants the white paper to be a formal recommendation from the Council either in its 
original form or as modified by the Council. 
 
VIIII.  DEP Office of Greenways and Trails Presentation  
 
Director Laurien presented a Power Point presentation outlining the goals, objectives and 
accomplishments of the DEP Office of Greenways and Trails. 
 
After the presentation Mr. Mercer motioned that the Council write a Resolution of Support of the Office of 
Greenways and Trails.  Mayor Melissa DeMarco seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 
passed. 
 
IX.  Planning Manger’s Report 
 
Mr. George Kinney presented the November 2010 and December 2010 Planning Manager’s Reports 
and mentioned there was no unusual activity.  He explained that the report summarizes the RPC staff’s 
activities for the previous month and includes a list of the comprehensive plans that were reviewed, 
utility plans that were reviewed, and any intergovernmental coordination review.  It also includes a 
summary of any workshops, meetings, functions, or conferences the staff has attended. 
 
Mr. Kinney noted that time spent on Intergovernmental Reviews was up during this last reporting period 
due to year end grant application requests received for review by the RPC Staff. 
 
Mr. Kinney explained for new Council members that Florida Regional Planning Councils are required by 
the state to update their Strategic Regional Policy Plan every 10 years.  Mr. Kinney reported that the 
RPC staff had finalized the last of their comments and that a red-line strike-through copy of the Policy 
Plan is ready for the Policy Plan Task Force to review and make comments and recommendations.   
 

The Policy Plan Task Force consists of the following members:  Mayor Rocky Randels, Commissioner 
Cheryl Grieb, Ms. Melanie Chase, Commissioner Fred Brummer, and Mr. Atlee Mercer.  The Task Force 
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will review the updated Policy Plan and their comments and recommendations will be incorporated.  The 
Council will be presented with a digital copy of the Policy Plan at the February 2011 Council meeting and 
will then have an opportunity to review the Plan and prepare comments.  Council members should be 
prepared to vote for potential transmittal to the Governor (as required by law) at the March Council 
meeting. 

 

After Council transmittal, the Governor’s Office is required to respond within 90 days.  Because of new 
leadership, no one is sure what the response of the Governor’s Office will be.  We will be the first Florida 
Regional Planning Council to submit a Policy Plan pursuant to its regional vision. 
 
X. Where Americans are Moving 
 
Director Laurien showed the Committee an Internet link that shows “Where Americans are Moving.”  It 

shows Florida as a flat growth state with as many people moving out of Florida as are moving in.   

 

As a matter of interest, the Council viewed the data on several different communities throughout the 

United States.  Overall, the Council felt the web link was an interesting look at what is happening around 

the country. 

 
XI. Announcements and Comments 
 
Commissioner Brenda Carey re-introduced Commissioner John Horan as a new appointee to the 
Council. 
 
Mr. Mercer reiterated the need for explanation of the Pension Plan Amendments. 
 
Commissioner Leigh Matusick reported that the City of Deland just finished their 2050 Visioning Plan.  
Deland and Volusia County are working together to ensure that the city and county are in line with each 
other. 
 
Commissioner Grieb mentioned that Osceola County is conducting a meeting with the County 
Commissioners, the School Board and City officials to discuss the overall mission for the county and 
what role each organization plays in that mission. 
 
Mayor Randels commented on the handout the Council received in the meeting packet entitled, 
“Sarasota’s Smart Growth Dividend.”  He said the article showed that the value of return on property tax 
for mixed-use properties is about the highest return you can get. 
 
Discussion followed on types of mixed-use properties and ones that are currently working or not 
working. 
 
 
Commissioner Grieb invited everyone to visit downtown Kissimmee on February 12, 2011 and 
participate in the 3rd Annual 5K race to benefit the American Heart Association.  You can visit 
www.kissimmeemainstreet.com for more information. 
 
Commissioner Sean Parks of Lake County extended an invitation to the Council to attend Lake County 
Commissioner Workshop on February 1, 2011 in the Magnolia Room at the Lake Sumter Community 
College campus.  The five commissioners of Lake County plan to hold breakout sessions to address 
economic development of which a large component will be infrastructure and infrastructure planning.  
The sessions will concentrate on what needs to be done differently in Lake County and how it can be 
packaged looking at it from a “jobs creation” aspect. 
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He mentioned that during the workshop, there could be opportunity for visioning and looking at where 
Lake County is going as a county and how the 14 municipalities can act together to promote growth in 
the future. 
 
Commissioner Grieb offered the assistance of the RPC and its staff if there is any way they can be of 
help. 
 
IX. Adjournment  
 
Chairwoman Grieb adjourned the meeting at 11:27 a.m. 




























