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East Central Florida Regional Planning Council 

 
Council Meeting Minutes 

August 15, 2007 

Chairman Jon Rawlson Presiding 
 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

County Representatives  

Commissioner Mary Bolin, Brevard County 
Commissioner Chuck Nelson, Brevard County 
Commissioner Teresa Jacobs, Orange County 
Commissioner Fred Brummer, Orange County 
Property Appraiser Atlee Mercer, Osceola 
County 
Commissioner Brenda Carey, Seminole County 
Councilwoman Joie Alexander, Volusia County 
 
Municipal Representatives 
Commissioner Patty Sheehan, City of Orlando  
Mayor Rocky Randels, Space Coast League of 
Cities  
Mayor John Land, Tri-County League of Cities 
Commissioner Cheryl Grieb, City of Kissimmee 
Mayor John Bush, Seminole County League of 
Cities 
Vice Mayor Mary Martin, Volusia County 
League of Cities 
 
Gubernatorial Appointees  
Mr. Malcolm McLouth, Brevard County 
Mr. Al Glover, Brevard County 
Commissioner Evelyn Smith, Lake County  
Mr. Jon Rawlson, Orange County  
Ms. Maryam Ghyabi, Volusia County 

Ex-Officio and Other Municipal 

Representatives 
Ms. Nancy Christman, SJRWMD 
Ms. Vivian Garfein, FDEP 
Mr. Thomas Genovese, SFWMD  
Ms. Susan Sadighi, FDOT  
Mr. Frank Hickson, FDOT 
 
 

Other Attendees 

Gerald Livingston, ECFRPC Counsel 
Karen Campblin, Planning Communities 
Ivette Sanchez, Orlando Utilities Commission 
Dave Dingley, Brevard County 
David Bottomley, Metroplan Orlando BPAC 
Maria Vazquez, Early Learning Coalition  
Richard Konkel, Stifel Nicolaus 
Chris Testerman, Orange County 
Nick Abdeldayam, Atlantic Concrete Washout 
 

Members not in Attendance 

Commissioner Welton Cadwell, Lake County 
Commissioner Elaine Renick, Lake County 
Commissioner Bill Lane, Osceola County 
Commissioner Robert Dallari, Seminole County  
Councilman Art Giles, Volusia County 
Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Orange County 
Ms. Maria Grulich, Osceola County  
Ms. Aileen Cubillos, Seminole County  
Mr. Russell Gibson, City of Sanford 
Ms. Lennon Moore, OOCEA 
 
ECFRPC Staff 

Mr. Phil Laurien 
Ms. Lelia Hars 
Mr. Fred Milch 
Ms. Laura Murray 
Ms. Ruth Little 
Ms. Kimberly Loewen 
Mr. Andrew Landis 
Ms. Tara McCue 
Ms. Claudia Paskauskas 
Ms. April Raulerson 
Mr. Sam Bitar 
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I. Call to Order and General Business 

Chairman Jon Rawlson called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.  Ruth Little called the roll 
and announced that a quorum was present.  
 

II. Prior Minutes  

Minutes from the June 2007 council meeting were presented for approval by Vice Mayor 
Martin.  Ms. Martin made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Mayor 
Land.  The motion to approve the June 2007 minutes passed unanimously.   
 

III. Financial Reports  

Mr. McLouth reviewed the June and July 2007 financial reports, pointing out that both 
salary expenses and overhead are under budget.  Mr. McLouth moved for approval of the 
financial report.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Land and the motion to approve the 
financial reports passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Chairman’s Report – Chairman Jon Rawlson 

Chairman Rawlson welcomed two new members:  Al Glover replacing Sue Carlson as a 
gubernatorial appointee representing Brevard County, and John Bush, Mayor of Winter 
Springs, representing the Tri-County League of Cities.   
 
Mr. Rawlson complimented the outstanding efforts of the staff and the excellent leadership 
of Phil Laurien in the recent myregion.org summit, which will be covered in more detail in 
the Executive Director’s report. 
 
Next, Mr. Rawlson asked for adoption of Resolution 02-2007, the Council’s Pledge of 
Support for the 2007 “How Shall We Grow” Shared Vision for Central Florida (see 
attachment 3).  Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to approve the Resolution.  The motion 
was seconded by Mayor Land and unanimously passed. 
 
According to the By-Laws of the ECFRPC, nomination of officers shall take place each 
year in the September meeting.  To that end, Chairman Rawlson appointed Mayor Land, 
Mr. Welton Cadwell, and Mr. Daniel O’Keefe to serve as a nominating committee to 
recommend nominations of officers at the September meeting.   
 

V. Executive Director’s Report – Executive Director Phil Laurien 

Mr. Laurien outlined the Council’s bid for an Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) grant.  
Up to $1 million will be disbursed to the Orange County Sherriff’s office, which will 
authorize emergency management and law enforcement training in the greater Orlando area 
and surrounding counties.  The RPC is in the process of submitting the scopes of work to 
the Orlando Metro UASI committee.  An important aspect of this work is that it gives the 
Council the opportunity to serve member counties; and in a year where taxes are presenting 
challenges, it is also another revenue source.   
 



 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 3 - AUGUST 15, 2007 
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Jacobs made a motion to move forward with negotiations to 
secure a contract for administration of the UASI grant.  The motion was SECONDED by 
Vice Mayor Martin and UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 
 
Mr. Laurien showed artist renderings of the future growth scenarios from the How Shall 
We Grow project, including a map depicting important ecological resources.  After 
discussion, it was agreed that all federally owned land should be scrutinized before being 
labeled “Conservation.”  Various Council members provided input about population 
centers represented on the map, and the GIS department made notes in order to follow up 
on the items in question.   
 
Mr. Laurien emphasized the importance of establishing the important ecological resources 
map as the region grows.  He would like to see it adopted by RPC and myregion in order to 
conceptually define the future urban edges and prioritize lands that should be considered 
for future conservation in some fashion.  Mr. Mercer agreed and added that the council’s 
role is to provide the tools that the cities can use to accomplish the vision while protecting 
private property rights.  Commissioner Jacobs relayed the opinion of the Executive 
Committee that the Strategic Policy Plan should be updated.  Other members voiced 
concerns about property rights, funding to acquire critical lands, the importance of common 
language, and persuading elected officials and the development community to see the 
benefits of smart growth. 
 

VI. Regular Business 

1. Progress Energy Petition for Polk to Orange County Transmission Line 

Ms. Loewen presented the information on Attachment 5 which shows potential corridors 
and placement of lines for the proposed transmission line by Progress Energy and Tampa 
Electric.    
 

2.   Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Update  

Mr. Laurien updated the Council on the CEDS project, which has a September 30 
submission deadline.  One of the submissions is for funds to implement the Regional 
Vision based on its economic stimulus component.  
 

3.  CIE Workshops  

Next week, Mr. Bitar will be conducting the first of two Capital Improvements Element 
workshops on behalf of DCA.  The training will address new requirements on local 
government under the Growth Management Bill of 2007.   
 

4.   Ormond Scenic Loop and Trail Designation 
Ms. McCue gave a brief update on the status of the Ormond Scenic Loop and Trail as well 
as Green Mountain.  
 

5.    Osceola County Rural Land Stewardship  
Mr. Laurien explained Attachment 7, a letter from Tom Pelham, Secretary of the 
Department of Community Affairs.  The DCA is trying to prevent abuse of the Rural Land 
Stewardship program in an attempt to acquire land for development and avoid the DRI 
process.   
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VII. Budget FY 2007-2008 

Chairman Rawlson opened the discussion on the approval of the 2007-2008 budget by 
acknowledging the pressure on counties and other local governments relating to the 
rollbacks in property tax revenues.  The Executive Committee has looked at the RPC 
budget and is recommending a one-year, 6.3% reduction in the per capita assessments.  Mr. 
Laurien then reviewed the budget packet attachments, reviewing expenditures and budget 
options with different assessment levels.   
 
Mayor Land made a MOTION to approve the recommended budget and assessment levels 
with a one-year 6.3% reduction in the per capita dues to $0.21.  The motion was 
SECONDED by Vice Mayor Martin.  Some representatives objected as they had been 
instructed by their county council to vote for a 10% reduction.  A discussion followed 
which included arguments in favor of budget reductions and opinions of support for the 
value of the RPC and the fact that assessment levels have not increased in 10 years.  Mr. 
Laurien stated that a 10% reduction from last year’s budget would result in staff layoffs 
which  would in turn result in the Council defaulting on contracts.   
 
After discussion by Commissioner Jacobs, Mayor Randels asked if the vote had to take 
place immediately.  Mr. Laurien answered no; that the fiscal year begins October 1 and the 
budget is typically approved at the September meeting, but it is being considered a month 
early to assist counties in addressing their budget issues.  Commissioner Bolin made a 
MOTION to table the vote for budget approval until the September meeting.  Mr. Mercer 
SECONDED the motion.  A poll of voting members was taken and the MOTION PASSED 
with 10 members voting in favor and 6 members opposed.   
 

VIII. FRCA Framework Draft 

Mr. Laurien briefly reviewed Attachment 9, FRCA Framework Draft.  He explained that 
we have this opportunity to work with FRCA in putting forward ideas about planning 
reform.  Mr. McLouth and Mr. Rawlson will be involved in this important process which 
may provide statutory backing for the visioning work of the Council. 

 

IX. Announcements / Comments  

Chairman Rawlson provided an opportunity for Council members and members of the 
public to bring up events, issues or other items of interest.   Mr. Mercer invited everyone in 
attendance to attend an after hours open house on September 12 at Osceola County’s new 
government center. 
 

X. Adjournment 

There being no further business before the Council, Chairman Rawlson adjourned the 
meeting at 12:04 p.m. 
 
 


